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By Frank Nobile 

Our tenth annual Spring 
Classic brought 127 enthusi-
astic players from New Jer-
sey, New York, Pennsyl-
vania, and Florida for our 
pickleball tournament in 
June. Originally scheduled 
for 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 7, it had to be post-
poned until 11:30 because of 
inclement weather, and then 
put off till Sunday, June 8, 
the original rain date. 

Participants ranged from 
45 to 80 years of age, all of 

whom played a total of 207 
games in spite of less than 
perfect weather. This was 
the largest number of games 
played since these tourna-
ments began. 

We’d like to send a big 
Thanks to Clubhouse Man-
ager Melissa Barnard, to her 
wonderful custodial staff, to 
Tournament Director John 
Neglia, and to all our fellow 
pickleball players who gave 
of their time to make this 
tournament another great 
success. 

By Diane England 

On Sunday, May 18, the 
Community Church enjoyed 
a joyous occasion as the 
congregation welcomed the 
Reverend Ann Schooner as 
its new pastor. The installa-
tion service brought together 
church members, friends and 
family of Pastor Ann, and 
representatives from both the 

Pickleball 2025 Spring  
Classic at Rossmoor 

Church of Christ (UCC), but 
to operate as an autonomous 
church where anyone in the 
community would be wel-
come to attend. It was then, 
and continues to be gov-
erned by a council of its own 
members, to have an or-
dained minister as its spiri-
tual leader, and to financially 
sustain itself through the 
tithes and financial gifts of its 
members, while providing a 
small sum per member to 
UCC annually. Pastor Ann, 
because her faith denomina-
tion is the Presbyterian 

(Continued on page 3) 

dren. Your grandkids and 
pets can play outdoors, while 
the adults sit around eating, 
drinking, and doing lots of 
talking. Bring your folding 
chairs, lots of bug spray, and 
plenty of patience. The hard 
part is waiting for the sun to 
go down, so the fireworks 
can begin. The rule is that 
they begin “at dusk,” but 
dusk seems to get later 
every year. Last year it was 
close to 9 p.m. before the 
first blast went off. 

There are picnic tables and 
restroom facilities if you plan 
to make a full day of it. You 
can even do some hiking on 
the well-maintained trails if 
you have the energy. The 
bottom line is that Monroe 
has fun things to do on July 
Fourth if you venture outside 
of Rossmoor. 

The Reverend Ann Schooner becomes 
pastor of our Community Church 

United Church of Christ 
(UCC) and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). Since it may 
seem strange that two Chris-
tian denominations were rep-
resented at Pastor Ann’s in-
stallation service, let’s look at 
why this made perfect sense. 

The Rossmoor Community 
Church was founded in 1967, 
affiliated with the United 

By Terre Martin 

Each year, the Fourth of 
July celebration in Thompson 
Park is a feast for the eyes, 
ears, and stomachs. The 
events begin at 5 p.m., but 
it’s best to arrive even earlier 
to get a good parking spot. If 
you’re lucky enough to land 
one near the lake, you’ll get 
to see the spectacle in the air 
and reflected on the water. 

You can pack food, but 
there are plenty of food 
trucks and activities for chil-

Fireworks and fun in Monroe 

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 

which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 

equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions 

of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

 

In Congress, July 4, 1776. 
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America 

Please note: No 

dogs are allowed in 

the Clubhouse or in 

other Rossmoor 

buildings. Only 

service dogs will  

be permitted. 

The elected candidates in the R.C.A.I. Board of Governors election are Dan Jolly, 15 
years Board of Governors President and 26 years Mutual 5 President; Jo Schwegel, two 
years Vice President; Lori Moses, two years Secretary; John Craven, four years Treasurer.  

By Allen Kobezak 

General George Washing-
ton may have had his own 
home in Mount Vernon, Vir-
ginia, but during the Revolu-
tion, he stayed in some of 
the finest houses in New Jer-
sey. 

It wasn’t that he didn’t 
have his own large field tent, 
which he used as an office 
and for sleeping. This tent 
still exists, and you can find it 
at the Museum of the Ameri-
can Revolution in Philadel-
phia. 

But after all, he was a gen-
eral, and when available, 
why not stay in a warm, cozy 
mansion with all the comforts 
of home? Rank does have its 
privileges. 

There are many homes in 
New Jersey where George 
Washington slept during the 
American Revolution, and 
during the winter encamp-
ments, Martha often joined 
him. 

One lovely home, the 
Ford Mansion in Morris-

(Continued on page 3) 

George Washington slept here 
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The Rossmoor News, a monthly 
periodical, is mailed to every home 
within the Rossmoor community. 
News items are welcome. 

Appropriate news items from outside 
organizations will be considered as 
space permits.  

Unscheduled volunteer writers 
should contact Rossmoor News Chair 
about any submission. We reserve 
the right to edit, limit, or reject any 
materials/submissions according to 
the directives of the Editorial Board 
and Publisher. 
 

Letters to the Editor must be 
emailed to PES at 
pescmd1@Gmail.com and clearly 
marked Rossmoor News. 
 

Editorial Office:  
2 Rossmoor Drive, 
Monroe Twp., NJ 08831 
E-mail:  
news@rcainj.com 
 Visit the Rossmoor website at www.rcainj.com 

The Rossmoor News and Princeton 
Editorial Services (PES) are not liable 
for any typographical or printing 
errors that may appear, including in 
its display or classified advertising, 
over the cost of the space of the 
advertisement. 
The advertisements here are, to the 
best of the publisher’s knowledge, 
accurate representations of the prod-
ucts and services offered. However, no 
endorsements are intended or implied. 
Acceptance of all materials is at the 
discretion of the publisher. 
 

Email display ads to:  
pescmd1@Gmail.com 
Telephone: 732-761-8534 

© 2025, PRINCETON EDITORIAL SERVICES, INC. 

Our Website 
Go to rcainj.com to 

access the Rossmoor 
website. 

The Amenities page 
features the ability to  
access Channel 26 
slides anytime. Check it 
out. 

The Rossmoor News Deadline  

is the 7th of every month. 

c o n t r a c t  w i l l  s a v e 
$827,483.00 as compared to 
the original offer. 

Mr. Curry reported manor 
closings are up with 10 Con-
dominium and four Coopera-
tive unit sales last month. He 
went on to report on the 
Maintenance Department 
which has been busy com-
pleting 750 work orders with 
about 350 of them being AC 
service calls in May. He an-
nounced the scheduled 
Township bulk collection day 
is September 15. Concrete 
sidewalk replacements are to 
begin in the next few weeks. 
The annual asphalt paving 
project will get underway 
later this summer. He also  
mentioned that six Mutual 
directors with scheduled 
2025 paving projects along 
with the RCAI Executive 
Committee met with the new 
pavement company to dis-
cuss the project. The meet-
ing went well.  

Mr. Curry reported the 
Flood mitigation grant and 
explained the new direction 
the engineer is proposing for 
the Newport Way culvert. 
The engineer has completed 
soil coring and is reviewing 
the results for a possible 
much larger three-sided con-
crete culvert installation. 

The Clubhouse renova-
tions phase one is near com-
pletion. There are a few mi-
nor items that will be ad-
dressed. The Hawthorne 
Room audio system has 
been installed. The commit-
tee will be meeting to discuss 
the final phase one costs and 
whether we can continue 
with the E&R office hallway.  

A new audio system has 
been installed at the pool 
with Sirius radio, playing 
through an amplifier and six 
outdoor speakers. There are 
many good E&R upcoming 
events. Residents should 
check the clubhouse news. 

Golf course membership is 

better than anticipated with 
over 275 members. Recent 
outings were highly success-
ful.  

JCPL was recently in Mu-
tual one for two transformer 
fires which caused electrical 
outages. Reminder that if 
power goes out, the club-
house has an emergency 
generator that keeps the 
building cool and the electric-
ity on. M7 director reminded 
people that the Monroe Sen-
ior Center and the Monroe 
Library are available during 
power outages as well. 
Committee Reports 

Maintenance Committee 
Chair John Sarnecky reported 
the new officers elected at the 
last meeting were John 
Sarnecky Chair, Paulette Mas-
cia Vice Chair, and Brenda 
Burrus Secretary. 

Community Affairs Chair 
Joann Casper announced 
that her committee officers 
were elected. Joann Casper 
as Chair, Barbara Krysiak as 
Vice Chair, and Dale Ralston 
as Secretary. Joann reported 
that the Fitness Center is 
now open at 4:30 a.m. and 
closes at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Sunday and 
10 p.m. every other day. She 
also discussed the request 
for NO dogs allowed signs to 
be placed around the golf 
course. She mentioned a 
request to allow non-
residents to join the Ross-
moor Jewish Congregation. 
Mr. Jolly said the Executive 
committee was investigating 
the request.  
New Business 
 Resolution 2025-27 Au-

thorization for removal of 
six clubhouse area trees. 
A motion was made to ap-

prove the removal of six dis-
eased trees surrounding the 
Clubhouse by Pro-Stump 
tree Service at a cost of 
$17,593.12 from account 300-
6521 Landscape Miscellane-

(Continued on page 20) 

 

  
 

Open RCAI Meetings in July 
Thursday, July 17 — 9 a.m. 

Standing Committee Meetings 
 

Maintenance Committee 
Community Affairs Committee 

 

Board of Governors Meeting 
Thursday, June 10 – 7 p.m. 

 

It will be an in-person meeting and 
 will probably be held via Zoom 

 

Please watch Channel 26 on your TV or on 

 www.rcainj.com for more information 

Bits & Pieces 
By Sue Ortiz 

Sometimes there’s noth-
ing better than sitting on 
one’s porch and watching the 
world go by. 

Recently, on a Saturday 
morning that threatened rain, 
I went to a local community 
yard sale. Wouldn’t you know 
it, the looming rain started to 
drip just as I left the house. 
Not enough to stop me from 
heading out, but enough to 
make me check the commu-
nity Facebook page to see if 
it was cancelled. It was not. 

I walked through the small 
gathering of vendors selling 
their collections of household 
appliances, vintage jewelry 
(well, vintage to me), home 
décor, and assorted sundry. 

After spending a whopping 
$3 on some of that “vintage” 
jewelry, I did a bit of shop-
ping at the local supermar-
ket. A bit? I spent $65 on 
only two bags of groceries. 
(Although, according to the 
short receipt, I saved nearly 
$20 with sales and coupons.) 
Plus, I bought a few scratch-
off lottery tickets at the vend-
ing machine. 

There were other yard 
sales and flea markets that 
day, but with the rain persist-
ing, I said, “Nah!” 

As I drove home, the driz-
zle turned into a minor down-
pour but subsided by the 
time I stopped at the conven-
ience store to grab some 
flavor-of-the-month iced cof-
fee and lunch. 

Once home, and the cold 
food deposited in the fridge, I 
left the household chores, 
and there were many. But 
who cares, right? I took my 
lunch and a book outside to 
the café table on my front 
porch. 

A quiet shower started 
again. No wind, though, so I 
was kept dry by the roof that is 
held up by slightly rusted 
wrought iron trellises. I un-
wrapped my sandwich and 
opened my book. I took a sip 
of the iced coffee then started 
to read. Chapter 14 … 

I was soon transfixed by 
the unquiet silence of the 
neighborhood. 

A mockingbird, perched, 
silhouetted in front of the 
clouds on a neighbor’s 
chimney, sang an aria just 
for me. I waved “hi,” and 
the bird fluttered its wings 

Wednesday June 18, 2025 
Meeting 

The first night meeting of 
the year was held in the 
Clubhouse Ballroom Room 
with approximately 50 in at-
tendance and 20 online view-
ing the meeting as a Webi-
nar. The meeting was called 
to order at 7:00 p.m. by 
President Dan Jolly. Secre-
tary Lori Moses called the 
roll. A motion was made to 
accept Thursday May 22, 
2025, BOG meeting minutes. 
The motion was seconded 
and passed unanimously.  

President Jolly wished 
everyone a Happy Fourth of 
July. Treasurer John Craven 
reported the current budget 
variance between planned 
and actual budget is a posi-
tive $579,313. This is mainly 
due to 2025 golf member-
ships. The budget amounts 
are currently spread by 1/12 
of the total budget each 
month. Interest rates have 
risen a little bit. Maintenance 
summer work has just begun 
therefore income is lower 
than expected. 

General Manager Tom 
Curry reported the new five-
year Comcast agreement 
has been signed for basic 
cable TV service for all 2,303 
homes. The new contract 
was negotiated through a 
consultant. The new con-
tract reduces the monthly 
cost of basic cable TV ser-
vices originally offered by 
Comcast. The new five-year 

as if in reply. 
Myriad bird calls joined the 

chorus. Cardinals tweeted to 
each other from the trees 
around the block. A robin 
announced that it found a 
worm. Blue Jays begged for 
peanuts. I also heard a 
woodpecker trill for attention, 
a nuthatch’s nasal yank, and 
starlings chattering in the 
distance. A small bird chased 
a crow, who squawked in 
annoyance. 

A cabbage white fluttered 
over the flowerbed that once 
grew colorful portulacas and 
begonias but is now home to 
a variety of flowering succu-
lents. Perhaps the butterfly 
was admiring itself in the 
small steel gazing ball nes-
tled in the greenery. 

As I returned to my book, I 
felt eyes on me. A catbird 
landed near me, asking for 
nuts. He’s a regular visitor 
and wants me to crush the 
nutmeat into tiny pieces so 
he can stuff them into his 
beak, and after doing so, 
flies back to his nest, which 
is about half a block away. 
He returns again and again. 

Two squirrels crept up to 
me, close enough to almost 
tap me on the ankle, also 
begging for nuts. A cardinal 
couple perched in my dog-
wood tree, chipping for nuts. 
Luckily, I remembered to 
bring out a supply of un-
salted treats with me – just in 
case I had visitors. 

The sun came out, sort of. 
It got hot. Then the sky dark-
ened, and the rain returned 
along with a cool breeze. 
This pattern continued 
throughout the afternoon. 

As I read, I became so 
involved in the story that I 
forgot to look up every so 
often to focus my eyes. A 
neighbor (I think) walked by 
and said, “Hi.” I returned the 
“Hi” although I didn’t recog-
nize the man. He was a blur. 
Who was he? Did I know 
him, or was he a stranger 
just being polite? 

Time to put the book down 
and do something. I took a 
moment to plant that small 
rose bush I bought the other 
day but didn’t know where I 
was going to put it. And I fi-
nally transplanted those Me-
zoo Trailing Red cuttings 

(Continued on page 3) 
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George  
Washington  

The Wallace House in 
Somervi l le served as 

George  W ash ing ton ’s 

headquarters from Decem-
ber 1778 to June 1779. 
However, he temporarily 
left for several weeks to 
attend the Continental Con-
gress in Philadelphia. Be-
fore John Wallace pur-
chased the property, it 
housed ministers of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, 
one of whom founded 

Queen’s College, now Rut-

gers University. 
George Washington had 

two brief stays at Lambert-

ville’s Holcombe House. 

The first lasted only a few 
days in July of 1777, fol-
lowed by a short visit in 
June of 1778 when his 
army was marching from 
Valley Forge to confront the 
British army at the Battle of 
Fort Monmouth. 

The final home where 
George and Martha stayed 
during the American Revo-
lution was the Rockingham 
House in Kingston. He 
headquartered there when 
he received the news that 
marked the end of our long 
struggle to gain our inde-
pendence from Great Brit-
ain. That struggle was once 
considered a hopeless bat-
tle against a superior mili-

tary force. The Treaty of 
Paris was endorsed on 
Sept. 3, 1783, and Wash-
ington assumed his service 
to our country was ending. 
Before leaving Rockingham 
House, the general wrote 
his Farewell Orders to the 
Armies of the United 
States. In those orders, he 
thanked the troops and an-
nounced his retirement. 

There are other homes 
and inns in New Jersey that 

may claim, “George Wash-

ington slept here.” How-
ever, what he, and the pa-
triots who fought alongside 
him, did while awake during 
those eight long years to 
oppose British rule — many 
sacrificing their last breath 
— is what provided us with 
our independence. How 
many of us will take the 
time to consider their sacri-
fices this Independence 
Day? 

 

Bits & Pieces 

from last fall. 
Two-plus hours out on the 

porch and my head was back 
in the book. Chapter 20. The 
ice in my coffee had long 
melted, my supply of peanuts 
was depleted, and the sun 
was bright. The rain was 
over. It turned out to be a 
lovely day. Except for those 
non-winning lottery tickets. 

A motorcyclist revved her 
bike’s engine as she 
whooshed by, nearly running 
the stop sign, and brought 
me out of my reverie. 

Time for dinner. 
B&P 

(Continued from page 2) 

“It turns out that our ability to 
connect with other people is 
driven by our ability to connect 
deeply with ourselves. And 
that can be just a few minutes 
sitting on your porch feeling 
the breeze against your face. 
That can be a few moments 
spent in meditation or in prayer 
or remembering three things 
you’re grateful for.” – Vivek 
Murthy (American public ser-
vant, b. 1977) 

“True luxury is being able 
to own your time - to be able 
to take a walk, sit on your 
porch, read the paper, not 
take the call, not be com-
pelled by obligation.” – 
Ashton Kutcher (American 
actor, b. 1978) 

She isn’t afraid to share 
things from her own life ex-
periences that make that 
week’s scripture more relat-
able and meaningful. This 
graduate of Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary, perhaps 
because she answered the 
call to ministry in mid-life, 
brings wisdom and sensitivity 
to this role that can help 
Rossmoor residents better 
cope with challenging reali-
ties of this stage of life. 

Certainly, Pastor Ann’s 
installation came at a time 
when many of us are dis-
mayed by the signs of lack of 
loving concern and hospital-
ity toward others visible on 
both national and interna-
tional stages. Fortunately, 
this church community can 
be a place to find connection 
to like-minded others. You 
can also be part of activities 
that make a difference both 
within and outside Ross-
moor. 

This unique church contin-
ues to strive to live up to its 
mission, to be a welcoming, 
inclusive, and a spiritually 
grounded presence within 

Church (USA), comes to 
RCC as an ordained minister 
in this faith. 

You’ve probably seen Pas-
tor Ann’s name before be-
cause she became the 
RCC’s interim pastor in Octo-
ber of last year, and Mary 
Jane Brubaker wrote an arti-
cle about her for our commu-
nity newspaper at that time. 
So, now that Pastor Ann has 
been with us for a while, if 
you talk to church members, 
they’ll likely tell you how they 
appreciate her calm pres-
ence in these challenging 
times. They may mention 
that she has the ability to 
make you feel truly seen 
and heard. And yes, they 
will likely say that there’s a 
sincerity and warmth she 
brings to every encounter. 
Also, her leadership style 
feels grounded in humility, 
respect, and a true desire 
to serve. 

Pastor Ann has an authen-
ticity that’s exhibited in the 
content of her sermons, too. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rev. Ann Schooner  

town, was where our fu-
ture president spent many 
nights and served as his 
winter headquarters for 
four and a half months. 
The Ford family made all 
but two rooms in their 
large home available to 
the general, Martha, his 
aides, and 18 servants. 
This house still stands and 
is furnished to resemble 
how George and the future 
first lady viewed it during 
their stay. 

In Wayne, New Jersey, 
the general shared the Dey 
Mansion with Colonel 
Theunis Dey and his family, 
using it as his headquar-
ters. He stayed there during 
the summer and again in 
the fall of 1780. Among his 
many visitors while at the 
mansion was the French 
military officer, Marquis de 
Lafayette. Lafayette had 
volunteered to join the Con-
tinental Army and would go 
on to command our troops 
at the Battle of Yorktown in 

1781. Lafayette’s campaign 

for French support was also 
a major factor in winning 
the war. 

(Continued from page 1) 

this senior community. And 
indeed, the membership was 
in total agreement that Pas-
tor Ann was well-suited to 
serve as our spiritual leader. 
But please, come and find 
out for yourself if this just 
might be what you need to 
feel more grounded and 
peaceful in today’s challeng-
ing world. Our services are 
held every Sunday at 11 a.m. 
in the Meeting House. We 
hope to see you then! 

Happy  
Independence Day 
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A beautiful evening 
By Adrienne Brotman 

On the Sunday of Memo-
rial Day weekend, several 
neighbors, who live by the 
east gate, got together for an 
evening of good food, good 
wine, and good conversation. 

The food was plentiful and 
quite eclectic. Samosas, 
chicken tandoori, crispy 
shrimp, jabchei (sweet rice 
noodles), palabok (thin noo-
dles, spices, shrimp broth, 
shrimp, tofu, and pork rind), 
kimchi, empanadas, London 
broil, coleslaw, potato salad, 
and macaroni salad. Every 

dish was scrumptious. These 
dishes were accompanied by 
plum wine, Chardonnay, 
beer, seltzer, and delicious 
chai tea. 

Dessert included water-
melon, chocolate and white 
chocolate chip cookies, 
Linzer tort, and a fruit tart. 
We were planning to serve 
hot dogs but our bellies were 
full. We could not eat another 
bite. We all went home with 
doggie bags with plenty to 
eat for the next few days. We 
can’t wait to get together 
again. 

concert by concert basis 
through the E&R department. 
You can now get your tick-
ets, at $10 each, for Jiao’s 
concert on Sept. 5. Tickets 
for the two remaining con-
certs in the fall series will go 
on sale Oct.1.  

Tickets may be purchased 
in person via E&R or via tele-
phone at 609 655-3232. Next 
month’s edition of the Ross-
moor News will feature the 
musicians performing in No-
vember. For those who plan 
way ahead, the Spring series 
will feature pianists Jorge 
Tabares (March 22, 2026 at 
3 p.m.), Xiyue Huang (May 
17, 2026 at 3 p.m.) and 
resident Seiran Chapman, 
( June 5, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.). 

World-class musicians who 
have performed here regu-
larly say our Meeting House 
ranks among the best ven-
ues in which they have ever 
performed. Take advantage 
of this opportunity to enjoy 
gorgeous music in our top 
notch venue featuring estab-
lished and emerging musi-
cians. 

Intimate Classical Cabaret Series 
is launched 

Neighbors at the East Gate having an evening of delicious food and friendship  

By Mary Jane Brubaker 

Music lovers are in for a 
special treat as the Meeting 
House will be the stage for a 
series of intimate perform-
ances by accomplished mu-
sicians ranging from pianists 
to a cellist to a harpist/singer, 
courtesy of the Rossmoor 
Music Group. Four of the six 
featured musicians are can-
didates for the Doctor of Mu-
sic Arts degree at Mason 
Gross School of the Arts at 
Rutgers University. We are 
pleased to provide a concert 
venue for these talented per-
formers. 

The fall series features 
Pianist Yidi Jiao (Sept. 5 at 
7:30 p.m.); Harpist/Singer 
Michelle Mountain (Nov.9 at 
3 p.m.), who performs in the 
Renaissance Faire tradition; 
and cellist Tsung-Yu Tsai 
who will be joined by Yidi 
Jiao (Nov. 14 at 7:30 p.m.). 

First up is Jiao, a pianist 
who made her debut at Car-
negie Hall at the age of 17. 
She may be familiar to us, as 
she plays the piano and or-
gan for the Community 
Church on Sundays, where 
she regularly astounds pa-
rishioners with her musical 
prowess, routinely receiving 
appreciative applause. Her 
program will feature compos-
ers Debussy, Beethoven, 
and Schubert. 

Tickets for this new con-
cert series will be sold on a 

A host of performers, both 
young and young-at-heart, 
will gather at the Meeting 
House on Sunday, July 20, 
at 3 p.m., to share their musi-
cal talents for a good cause. 
One hundred percent of the 
proceeds from ticket sales 
will support the Om Founda-
tion which, among other 
things, raises funds in sup-
port of childhood cancer re-
search. 

This concert is the brain-
child of Monroe Township 
High School 11th grader 
Shrey Palla. Shrey, who 
plays the viola, lost a friend 
to cancer. Since then, he has 
dedicated himself to using 
his musical talents to foster 
awareness about pediatric 
cancer and raise funds for 
research. 

The first half of this concert 
will feature Shrey at the viola 
performing a variety of music 
- from “Puff the Magic 
Dragon” to “Concerto in D 

(Continued on page 7) 

In the good old 
summertime: 
A concert to 
benefit childhood 
cancer research 
By Mary Jane Brubaker 
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By Gail Staiti 

On May 28, the Republi-
can Club welcomed Bill 
Spadea, former radio/TV per-
sonality and candidate for 
the Republican nomination 
for New Jersey governor. Bill 
Spadea came to discuss his 
platform and plans for New 
Jersey, including a property 
tax plan that will phase the 
education portion of property 

 

cordia, and Rossmoor. Along 
with so many like-minded 
neighbors, we were happy to 
meet County Commissioner 
Charles Kenny, Monroe 

Council President Miriam 
Cohen, Ward 1 Councilman 
Mike Markel, and Ward 2 
Councilwoman Rupa Siegel. 
Markel and Siegel are also up 
for re-election in November.  

By Carol De Haan 

Congresswoman Mikie 
Sherrill, candidate for gover-
nor of New Jersey, came to 
the Democratic headquarters 
in the shopping mall on Fors-
gate Drive, next to Ross-
moor, on Tuesday, June 9. 
Mayor Steve Dalina intro-
duced Sherrill, who urged 
attendees to vote, or return 
their mail-in ballot before 
election day, June 10. 

She was full of energy and 
high spirits, insisting that in 
spite of all the turmoil in Amer-
ica at this time, “New Jersey 
will set the table for the na-
tion.” Sherrill has been criss-
crossing the state with her 
message of fiscal responsibil-
ity, integrity, and inclusiveness. 

The audience was packed 
with members from the four 
Democratic Clubs in Monroe: 
Clearbrook, Greenbriar, Con-

Let us keep the red wave 
going! 

Check Channel 26 and the 
Clubhouse bulletin board for 
further Club announcements. 

 

The upshot: 
Winners of the June 10 

primary election were, for the 
Democrats – Mikie Sherrill, 
and for the Republicans -- 
Jack Ciattarelli.  

These two candidates will 
vie for the New Jersey gover-
norship on Election Day, 
Nov. 4.  

Taxes down to zero for peo-
ple over the age of 55. 

Bill Spadea answered 
many questions from the 
guests and stayed for indi-
vidual photos with many of 
them. The rain could not 
keep our residents away, 
as the Ballroom was 
packed. A delightful night 
was shared with all Ross-
moor residents. 

Bill Spadea, center, candidate for governor, answered 
some questions from guests. 

Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill, candidate for governor, 
on right, visited Monroe. On left is Mayor Steve Dalina 
and, center, is Ward 2 Councilwoman Rupa Siegel. 

Gubernatorial candidate visits us 
Republican Club welcomes Bill Spadea 

Reminder: Respect 
for Old Glory 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check the state of your 
flag, either before July 
Fourth festivities or after. If 
your flag looks somewhat 
the worse for wear, con-
sider replacing it with a new 
flag and bringing the old 
flag to the Veterans’ Alcove 
of Remembrance, near the 
E&R office. Residents can 
fold their flags neatly (not 
necessary to use the formal 
triangle folded by the mili-
tary) and put them into the 
box provided. It can hold 
larger flags and all the way 
down to the little flags peo-
ple put out as decoration 
during the year, so all sizes 
are treated with equal re-
spect. 

The veterans check the 
box periodically, as neces-
sary, and will dispose of 
them by burning, as is 
proper, in cooperation with 
the fire department of 
Jamesburg which already 
has the set-up for doing this.  

Think about 
this 
“This (the U.S. Constitution) 
is likely to be administered 
for a course of years and 
then end in despotism…
when the people shall be-
come so corrupted as to 
need despotic government, 
being incapable of any 
other.” 
 
Benjamin Franklin 
1706-1790 
U.S. Founding Father 
Ambassador, patriot 

The box for American flag 
retirement. 
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der College and landed her 
first job at ABC in N.Y. in the 
1970s. There, she worked as 
a secretary and from her 
perch in the radio studio, 
watched Cousin Brucie spin-
ning records while his show 
was on the air. 

She then moved to mer-
chandising, where her office 
was stuffed with toys from 
the various ABC TV shows of 
the time. That was followed 
by a move to programming 
which led to an offer to relo-
cate to L.A. to work on the 

Elaine Alexander: Interior designer and so much more 

production end of the TV and 
movie industries. There she 
worked for producers Spell-
ing and Gordon. Along the 
way, she got involved in cos-
tuming and took a brief hia-
tus to do post-graduate work 
at UCLA in Design. When 
she returned to work, she did 
costumes for “It’s a Living,” 
starring Louise Lasser and 
“Soap,” starring Billy Crystal. 

Elaine took a break from 
work to travel in Europe, set-
tling in Zurich for a time. Her 
L.A. connections helped her 
land a position overseas 
which allowed her to extend 
her time there to six months. 
Upon her return to L.A., she 
decided to put her fashion 
degree to use. “I sent re-
sumes out and got a job with 
Ralph Lauren women’s 
wear,” she says. “One of the 
movies for which I did cos-
tumes was set in the 1930s 
and Ralph Lauren loved suits 
inspired by the ’30s. I spent 
the next year designing suits, 
dresses, knits and more.” 
This new position resulted in 
her relocation to Princeton. 

“I spent my weekends in 
Princeton visiting Nassau 
Interiors. The owner noticed I 
was a frequent visitor and we 
got to talking,” she says. “He 
told me that he did for 
interiors what Ralph Lauren 
did for clothing and if I ever 
wanted a job to give him a 
call. A few weeks later, I 
called him and went to work 
for Nassau Interiors and 
that,” she adds, “was the 
beginning of my career as an 
interior designer.” Elaine 
worked there until the early 
1990s, when a recession hit. 
She says, “I went on 
vacation to Arizona and I 
not iced bui ld ing was 
booming. I sent out some 
resumes and got a call from 
the most formidable firm in 
the area.” 

She spent the next 30 
years in Scottsdale as an 
interior designer for three of 
the well-known firms. Her 
work has been featured in a 
variety of magazines and 
she’s won multiple design 

(Continued on page 7) 

By Mary Jane Brubaker 

From working with Cousin 
Brucie on ABC radio, to 
working with Aaron Spelling 
on his TV shows, to working 
with Larry Gordon on his 
movies, to designing clothing 
for Ralph Lauren, to serving 
as an interior designer for 
high-end homes in Arizona, 
Elaine Alexander has lived 
quite the life. 

Born in Detroit, Mich., Elai-
ne’s family moved to Edison, 
N.J., shortly after her birth. 
She studied business at Ri-

Elaine Alexander, interior 
designer 
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Dave Wasnick 
I was watching television 

with my parents. It was wild. 
We were so excited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gene Murphy 
I watched it from beginning 

to end and we were riveted 
to the television. 

By Rosemary Masella 

Where were you on June 
29, 1969, when Neil Arm-
strong landed on the 
moon? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sue Archambault 
I was in upstate New York 

working as a camp coun-
selor. We were watching 
television and everyone was 
going wild. I will never ex-
perience that excitement 
again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Pittari 
I watched television for 

hours. Then Walter Cronkite 
announced that the space-
ship had landed. One small 
step for man, one giant leap 
for mankind. I was very ex-
cited. I worked for Grumman 
for years. My name is in-
scribed on a plaque on the 
moon. I am an engineer. I 
worked on the Luna Excur-
sion Module and Apollo 13. 
(Paul is an amazing person 
with a wealth of information 
about the moon landing.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donald Phillips 
When Neil Armstrong walked 

on the moon I was watching 
television with my parents. I 
couldn’t believe it was happen-
ing. It was so exciting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Diane Arce 
When Neil Armstrong 

walked on the moon, I was 7 
years old and was outside 
playing. 

The Inquiring Photographer 

awards. “I loved the work,” 
she says, “but recently it got 
too hot to live in Arizona and 
I decided to make some 
changes. I retired and spent 
time traveling throughout 
Europe, enjoying the art, 
architecture, and music. The 
first place I thought to move 
was Rossmoor. My mother 
lived here for 25 years after 
m y  f a t h e r  d i e d .  I 
remembered it fondly. When 
I flew here to look at homes 
for sale, I was taken in by the 
beauty. I had spent 30 years 
living in a desert and now I 
was seeing these beautiful 
trees, and all this green and I 
decided I really needed to 
experience the four seasons 
again. Luckily,” she says, 
“there was a home for sale 
just down the street from 
where my mother lived and I 
bought it.” 

Elaine moved here in 
March 2025 and in that short 
time, she has found her 
niche. She joined the Fors-
gate Country Club where she 
enjoys their special events 
and their book club. She at-
tends musical programs of-
fered in Monroe Township 
and has joined the Croquet 
Club. She also plans to con-
tinue traveling. “Rossmoor 
has been very welcoming,” 
she says. “I feel like I’m 
home.” 

(Continued from page 6) 

Elaine Alexander 

Minor” by Vivaldi. 
Following a brief intermis-

sion, Rossmoor’s young-at-
heart take the stage and sing 
their hearts out for this very 
good cause. Featured songs 
will include such old-time 
favorites as “In the Good Old 
Summertime,” “Take Me Out 
to the Ballgame,” and “Shine 
on Harvest Moon.” The sing-
ers, who will be familiar to 
many of us as they are fre-
quently showcased at per-
formances by the Rossmoor 
Chorus, include Deborah 
Baldwin, Sheila McCue, Jim 
O’Connell, Anne Rudolph, 
a n d  J a m e s  S h i n . 
Accompanying the singers 
on the piano will be Seiran 
Chapman. 

Tickets are $10 per person 
and must be purchased in 
advance through E&R. You 
can either purchase them in 
person or call E&R at 609 
655-3232. Tickets will not be 
available at the door. This 
concert is sponsored by the 
Rossmoor Music Group. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Benefit Concert 
Is Rossmoor a 
safe community? 
By Allen Kobezak 

The short answer is, of 
course it is. Outside our 
gated community, neighbor-
hoods without our added se-
curity face a greater risk of 
burglary, theft of packages 
left at their doors, and other 
dangers. However, when I 
heard the recent rumor of a 
burglary in Rossmoor, I 
wanted to remind our resi-
dents that we shouldn’t have 
a false sense of security. 

We live in a gated commu-
nity that ensures only our 
residents, guests, and ser-
vice personnel can easily 
access our neighborhood. 
We also have a security ser-
vice that patrols our roads, 
keeping an eye out for our 
safety. 

We have fences and stone 
walls around some of our 
perimeters, which should 
deter a vehicle from entering. 
However, while it may be 
difficult for many of our resi-
dents to scale, any seven-
year-old could likely climb 
over them. 

I have always felt safe 

when entering Rossmoor’s 

gates, and I believe our com-
munity truly is a secure place 
to enjoy our lives. But we 
must remember that even in 
Rossmoor, we shouldn’t be-
come too complacent. We 
still need to follow some 
common sense practices to 
ensure Rossmoor stays a 
secure place to enjoy life. 

A good place to start would 
be to make sure you don’t 
leave your doors and win-
dows unlocked. An added 
feature that comes with 
some windows or can be 

(Continued on page 9) 
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By Joan and Jason Salt 

It may seem that the Wil-
sons were always connected 
with the Rossmoor Players, 
but in fact it all started in 
2016, when Janet Wilson 
was asked to play piano ac-
companiment for the Ross-
moor Players musical “It’s 

 

News To Us.” Her husband 
Jim came to the audition in 
support, and to his surprise 
he was cast as the opportun-
ist who turns the newsroom 
upside down. Janet, mean-
while, managed to translate 
the composer’s guitar chords 
into piano music. Since then, 
they have had a hand (or 
four) in every Players show. 

Despite his three Emmy 
awards for writing the Today 
show and news broadcasts, 
Jim never expected to write 
plays. But when Bob Huber 
said “Crooks And Nannies” 
was his last play and told 
Jim, “You’re up next,” Jim 
stepped up with “What’s Up,” 
a newsroom comedy loaded 
with actual newsroom bloop-
ers. Next came “What’s 
Next,” “Stick With Me,” and 
“Buy The Book.” Jim’s latest, 
coming this fall, is “Just Des-
serts.” Without revealing too 
much, the play is rumored to 
take place in a struggling bed 
& breakfast in a New Eng-
land state that starts with “V.” 
It promises comedy, mystery, 
and romance, much like a 
day at Rossmoor. 

Janet has been an indis-
pensable element of the 
Players’ productions and 

“This ‘n’ That” shows since 
2016. As Music Director she 
teaches songs to the casts, 
plays accompaniment for 
rehearsals and perform-
ances, and even creates a 
medley of each production’s 
songs to play before curtain 
and between acts. Janet 
credits Bill Strecker with en-
couraging her as she made 
the leap into theatre. 

With the loss of Bob Huber 
and Bill Strecker, Jim ac-
knowledges there were 
“massive shoes to fill.” He 
treasures a quote from 
Huber: “Bringing joy to peo-
ple is what it’s all about. If I 
bring joy to people, it’s a 
good day.” Judging by the 
smiles and laughter of audi-
ences, the Players and the 
Wilsons are succeeding to-
gether in that endeavor. 
Janet adds, “We’re thankful 
that God has brought us to a 
place where we can lift the 
spirits of others, knowing that 
any abilities we may have, 
come from Him.” 

You’re sure to see the Wil-
sons at “This ’n That,” Thurs-
day, July 31, Friday, Aug. 1, 
and Saturday, Aug. 2, at the 
Meeting House, and at “Just 
Desserts” later this year. 

Twenty Fingers on the keyboards:  
Jim and Janet Wilson of the Players 

Rossmoor beginnings: The Clubhouse 

By Mary Jane Brubaker 

Designed by world-class 
architectural firm Royal Barry 
Wills Associates in 1965, our 
Clubhouse was built, fur-
nished, and put to good use 
(as was our pool and the 
Meeting House parking lot) 
long before the first residents 
moved in, although that was-
n’t part of Developer Ross 
Cortese’s original game plan. 

Cortese’s initial goal, which 
was accomplished, was that 
by opening day on Oct. 15, 
1965, the Administration 
building (sales office), the 
Clubhouse and pool, the 
Meeting House, and the 
model homes lining the Vil-
lage Mall were completed, 
furnished, and landscaped 
with mature trees. 

On opening day, he 
wanted to give potential buy-
ers the impression they were 
moving into a we l l -
established, small New Eng-
land village. In this, he was 
an innovator as at that time, 
the majority of developers 
provided drawings of models 
for new developments, but 
did not build them out as 
Cortese did. 

Cortese could not begin 
building the co-ops in Mutual 
1 until he had sold 90% of 

the units. This took far longer 
than he anticipated. Conse-
quently Cortese, being a 
good neighbor, allowed the 
Monroe Township commu-
nity to make use of the Club-
house and surrounding ar-
eas. 

The late Caroline D. Un-
derwood, one of Rossmoor’s 
original residents, wrote 
about this time. She stated, 
“The N.J. State Highway Pa-
trol conducted, in the Club-
house, several series of 
training sessions in the op-
e r a t i o n  o f  p o r t a b l e 
‘Drunkometers.’ There was a 
Basic Police Training Course 
for 14 area police depart-
ments.” She added, “A Gen-
eral Motors Motorama was 
held in the Meeting House 
parking lot, where the new 
1967 GM models were intro-
duced to the area.” 

But that wasn’t all. In an 
effort to ensure purchasers 
who put a down payment on 
a Mutual 1 home stayed in-
terested in the 1.5 years it 
took from opening day until 
the first resident could move 
in, Cortese encouraged resi-
dents to use the rooms in the 
Clubhouse for private par-

(Continued on page 9) 

The Clubhouse in the summer of 1965, just a few short 
months before Rossmoor celebrated its opening day.  
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ning” on Aug. 13, 20, and 27.
 

Knowledgeable professionals 
in the healthcare field will 
lead each session, which will 
run from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in the 
Meeting House, and nothing 
will be offered or available for 
sale. The very informative 
program is open to all resi-
dents, and you may even 
bring an adult family member 
along if you wish. 

You can register for this 
series by sending an email 
with your name (and guest 
name) to:  
acprossmoor@gmail.com. 
Watch for additional informa-
tion in the August Rossmoor 
News. I hope you will con-
sider this program as worth-
while as I did back in 2018, 
and I look forward to seeing 
you there. 

 

By Alyce Owens 

I want to tell you about one 
of the most worthwhile things 
I have experienced in my 30 
years of living here in Ross-
moor. And I highly recom-
mend that you avail yourself 
of this free opportunity to be 
similarly enlightened. 

Back in May 2018, our 
Community Church offered a 
series of informal meetings 
called “Conversations of 
Your Life.” I decided it would-
n’t hurt to learn something 
about end-of-life care and 
how to talk with your family 
and doctors about it. Specifi-
cally, it promised information 
about “Advance Care Plan-
ning” – what it is, and why it’s 
so important. 

On the first day, I admit to 
being intrigued, yet appre-
hensive. But there I was, pad 
and pencil at the ready for 
what became an amazingly 
informative yet comfortable 
discussion about the inevita-
ble end of life, and the role I 
could play in my own. 

I learned that I could make 
many choices right now 
about my own end-of-life 
care so that when it came 
time – even if I wasn’t able to 
speak — those decisions 
would be made “my way.” 
I’m talking about what kind of 
medical treatment I would 
want or not want. And also, 

so very important, it would 
save my loved ones from 
wondering and doing what 
they thought I would have 
wanted, or worse yet, what 
they wanted without any 
thought about what I might 
have wanted. 

The healthcare profession-
als who led the sessions 
helped us understand the 
definitions and difference 
between options we’d all 
heard of before, but never 
fully understood: Words like 
hospice, palliative care, and 
curative care. We learned 
about various important 
documents that help facilitate 
these decisions, such as liv-
ing will, health care proxy, 
POLST, and one I found par-
ticularly useful called “Five 
Wishes,” which walks you 
through all the important 
questions you would never 
think to ask in this decision-
making process. 

Once you understand and 
become comfortable talking 
about end-of-life care -- 
yours or theirs -- it becomes 
easier for you to initiate and 
engage your children, par-
ents, or other family or 
friends in such a conversa-
tion. 

The reason I’m telling you 
about this is because you 
now have the opportunity to 
learn and experience all this 
for yourself right here in 
Rossmoor in August, 2025. 
Our Community Church will 
once again sponsor a similar, 
free, three-session program 
called “A Gift for Loved 
Ones: Advance Care Plan-

 

Rossmoor’s Website  —  rcainj.com  

added later is the child safety 
lock, which prevents the win-
dow from opening more than 
a few inches. 

Use timers on your inside 
lights so it looks like some-
one is home when you’re 
away and keep an outside 
light on if the street lighting 
isn’t sufficient. 

Inexpensive, easily in-
stalled alarms for your doors 
and windows, or more ex-
pensive whole-home security 
systems, are available if you 
feel you need them. 

Whatever precautions you 
think are necessary, remem-
ber that one of the most im-
portant things you can do 

won’t cost you a dime: watch 

over your neighbor’s proper-
ties as they would watch 
over yours. 

(Continued from page 7) 

 Something worthwhile you should consider doing 

Safe community? 

Dates set for men’s and women’s 
Golf Club Championship 
 Saturday, August 16 - qualifying day, all players 
 Sunday, August 17 - 21 - round of 8 matches 
 Saturday, August 23 - all semifinal matches 
 Sunday, August 24 - Championship Sunday for 

all (18 holes, play begins at 1 p.m.) 
Based on the number of women who register, there 

might not be a need for all the dates, leaving this a TBD 
matter. 

All participants must be full 18-hole members with an 
active 2025 GHIN handicap. The only exclusion is any 
participant competing in the championship flight. 

The fee for the event is a cash only $25 payment. 
Entry forms are available in the Pro Shop, where you 
can get more information and ask questions. 

ties. The pool was opened to 
purchasers on Wednesdays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays. 
Additional activities, including 
teas, card parties, a Christ-
mas ball, square dancing, 
and even a trip to Radio City 
Music Hall, were all arranged 
by Cortese’s team. These 
activities allowed future 
neighbors to become ac-
quainted and, according to 
Underwood, “some of the 
curious crossed no man’s 
land to climb into their homes 
for early inspections.” 

According to Underwood, 
the cost to construct the 
Clubhouse was $2.5 million 
in 1965. To build the same 
structure today would cost 
approximately $21 million. 
Underwood stated, “We Pio-
neers (this is how original 
residents referred to them-
selves) feel pretty proud of 
ourselves for recognizing a 
good thing when we saw it.” 
All these years later, much 
the same can be said for the 
rest of us. 

(Continued from page 8) 

The Clubhouse 

mailto:acprossmoor@gmail.com
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Rossmoor’s  
Website 

Go to rcainj.com to ac-
cess the Rossmoor web-
site. 

The Amenities page fea-
tures the ability to  
access Channel 26 slides 
anytime. Check it out. 

Plan ahead: You’ll be glad 
you did 
By Mary Jane Brubaker 

“Here’s a worst-case sce-
nario,” says Christina Smith, 
resident services manager. 
“You’ve been in an accident 
and are in the hospital. You 
want a friend to stop by your 
house to pick up some es-
sentials and bring them to 
the hospital. You call me and 
ask me to give your house 
key to your friend. I can’t do 
it, unless you can email me 
from your hospital bed, as 
that gives me your written 
authorization. Better yet, if 
you provide RCAI with a 
copy of the front page of your 
Power of Attorney, I can deal 
directly with your authorized 
individual not only in this 
situation but in others. For 
example, if you’re unable to 
act on your behalf, I can 
work with your Power of 
Attorney to allow them en-
trance to your home, to 
pay your bills, or to handle 
repairs. Without that docu-
mentation,” she says, “we 
cannot.” 

On a related matter, Smith 
also encourages residents to 
provide a key to their house 
with the North Gate. “If EMS, 
volunteer firemen, or the police 
need to enter your home in the 
event of an emergency, the 
North Gate is authorized to 
provide your key, if they have 
it, to emergency responders. 
This allows emergency re-
sponders to enter your home 

to provide assistance if you 
are unable to get to the door. If 
you do not provide a house 
key to the North Gate, then it’s 
possible the emergency re-
sponders will need to break 
down your door to gain ac-
cess. After they leave, they 
will nail your door shut to 
keep it secure. However,” 
she adds, “you will be re-
sponsible for the cost of re-
pairing any damage done to 
your front door.” 

Smith says that the North 
Gate codes each house key 
given to them by residents so 
s h o u l d  u n a u t h o r i z e d 
individuals gain access to the 
North Gate office, they would 
be unable to identify which key 
goes to which house as their 
coding system does not allow 
for identification. 

A few simple steps taken 
today - providing a copy of the 
front page of your POA to 
RCAI and providing the North 
Gate with a copy of your 
house key - can pay dividends 
down the line. 

 Investing with your 
Heart 

Some individuals believe 

that return on investment 

shouldn’t be the only crite-

rion for how they invest 
their money. For them, the 

social impact of investing is 

just as important – perhaps 

more important. 
The history of socially 

r esp ons ib l e  in ves t i ng 

stretches as far back as the 
mid-18th century, but its 

more modern form began 

taking shape in the 1960s, 

amidst the fight for civil 
rights and the emerging 

Vietnam War protests. 

More than $6 trillion is 

managed under sustainable 
and responsible investing 

principles. This includes 

mutual funds, endowments, 

and even venture capital 
funds. It should be noted 

that amounts in mutual 

funds are subject to fluctua-

tion in value and market 
risk. Shares, when re-

deemed, may be worth 

more or less than their 

original cost.
1
 

What Is socially responsi-

ble investing? 
The definition of socially 

responsible investing has 
evolved. And it may be re-

ferred to by different 

n a m e s ,  s u c h  a s 
“sustainable and responsi-

ble investing” or “values-

based investing.” 

Whatever term is used, 

this investment discipline is 
usually characterized by a 

set of principles that govern 

how investments are se-

lected. One widely used 
framework includes envi-

ronmental, social, and cor-

porate governance criteria 

(ESG). 

What’s ESG? 
ESG criteria of good cor-

porate governance, positive 

environmental impact, and 
responsible community in-

volvement are a guide for 

making investment selec-

tions, akin to other invest-
ment-related criteria, such 

as price-to-earnings ratio or 

revenue growth. 

The underlying belief is 
that good corporate prac-

tices may lead to better 

long-term corporate per-

formance. 
Investor experience with 

socially responsible invest-

ing will vary. As with any 
mutual fund or exchange-

traded fund, socially re-

sponsible investments are 

subject to fluctuation in 
value and market risk. 

Shares, when redeemed, 

may be worth more or less 

than their original cost. Indi-
viduals should also recog-

nize that each investment 

approach may operate un-

der a different set of princi-

ples, so you should be 

careful that your selection 

mirrors your personal val-
ues and beliefs. 

Norman J. Politziner, CFP, a resi-

dent of Encore, is an Investment 

Adviser Representative of Kingsview 

Asset Management. 

Mutual funds are sold only by pro-

spectus . Please consider  the 

charges, risks, expenses and invest-

ment objectives carefully before in-
vesting. A prospectus containing this 

and other information about the in-

vestment company can be obtained 

from your financial professional. Read 

it carefully before you invest or send 
money. 

For more information, questions, or 

comments, we encourage you to visit 

our website at www.politziner.com or 
call us at (732) 296-9355. 

©2024 FMG Suite. All Rights Re-

served. 
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tax professionals for specific informa-

tion regarding your individual situa-

tion. This material was developed and 
produced by FMG Suite to provide 

information on a topic that may be of 

interest. FMG Suite is not affiliated 

with the named broker-dealer, state- 

or SEC-registered investment advi-
sory firm. The opinions expressed 

and material provided are for general 

information and should not be consid-

ered a solicitation for the purchase or 
sale of any security. 

 

Sound Advice 
Norman J. Politziner, CFP®, President of NJP Associates 
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REMEMBER OUR  

MEN AND WOMEN  

IN THE SERVICE  

FOR EVERYONE’S 
SAFETY,  

NO SPEEDING IN THE 
COMMUNITY 

 

By Terre Martin 

Reunions are like a double
-edged sword. They can elicit 
positive memories, or they 
can bring back moments bet-
ter forgotten. Military reun-
ions are especially difficult to 
predict. Two years ago, I 
wrote about a trip to South 
Vietnam with my husband 
and several men who served 
on Swift Boats patrolling the 
rivers of Mekong Delta. It 
was more of a reunion with 
the country than with their 
fellow navy men. None of 
them knew one another be-
fore the trip, nor were they 
stationed in the same loca-
tions. The amazing thing was 
that they all bonded, made 
peace with the past, and felt 
a true sense of healing from 

the trip. 
More recently, men who 

did serve together finally had 
their reunion. Fifty-five years 
after attending Officer Candi-
date School, enduring four 
months of Survival School, 
and being stationed in Cat 
Lo, South Vietnam, they fi-
nally reunited. It was a thrill 
and a privilege for me to wit-
ness amazement and joy as 
they recognized their young 
friends in those old faces. 
They had all gone to Vietnam 
as fresh-faced Ensigns, 
where each was in charge of 
a Swift Boat and a crew of 
experienced sailors. 

Like the first trip we took, I 
observed and listened to sto-
ries of crazy stuff that hap-
pened on their watch, but I 
also heard the scary stuff. 
Remembering the 1960s and 
the unpopularity of war, 
some of the men felt that it 
was all surreal. It wasn’t until 
their boat was actually hit or 
they were ambushed in a 
canal that they realized the 
reality of war. The saddest 
thing to hear, which is true of 
many Vietnam vets, is that 
they never really talked 
about their experiences 
when they came home. They 
were reluctant to tell people 
they served, because of the 

 

Reunions cut both ways 

Guys in front of the house, then 

negativity and scorn they 
received. Those pent-up 
thoughts and memories left 
many with severe PTSD. 
Fortunately, there were good 
conversations too. 

The Naval Oral History 
Program sent videographers 
to listen and film some of the 
men. They also got to speak 
about their careers after the 
war. One man stayed in the 
Navy and had the honor of 
escorting the first POW back 
to the United States. Another 
became a successful corpo-
rate lawyer in NYC, and an-
other followed his dream of 
becoming a ship builder. I 
also got to meet and chat 
with the wives of each man. 
Some of us knew our hus-
bands before and during the 
war. Others met and married 
afterward. 

Like the men, we had com-
mon experiences. It was ca-
thartic for us to share what it 
was like to wait for our loved 
one while he was at war. We 
talked about the letters, the 
expectations, watching the 
war on TV for the first time, 
hearing the derisive com-
ments on campuses and all 
around us, waiting to greet 
them in Hawaii on their first 
R&R leave from the war, and 
praying that they would come 

home whole and healthy. 
From across the room, I 

saw my husband give a big 
hug to a frail guy with thin-
ning hair. He had been wait-
ing for 56 years to see and 
reconnect with his friend, 
roommate, groomsman, and 
the guy who chauffeured us 
to the airport for our honey-
moon. As he prepared for the 
trip, he kept looking at the 
RSVP list and only saw 
“maybe” next to his buddy’s 
name. 

On the last day of the gath-
ering, the host assured him 
that his friend was coming. I 
was told with absolute cer-
tainty that we couldn’t go 
home until the guy showed 
up. And there he was! The 
words, memories, ques-
tions, and stories just tum-
bled from their mouths. We 
found out that an adopted 
son lives in Somerset, N.J., 
so the prospect of a real 
visit is now possible. We 
brought old photos to prove 
that we really did know one 
another all those years ago. 
It was a love-fest of sorts. All 
good. 

Of course, like all reunions, 
it had to end. The good part 
is that they exchanged 
phone numbers and email 
addresses. Now they don’t 
have to wait another 56 
years to see one another. As 
for all the other attendees, 
we promised to attend more 
reunions in the future. The 
next one is in San Antonio, 
Texas, in 2026. As long as 
we don’t have to organize it, 
we’re in! 

Guys in front of the house, now 
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I am what they call an old 
timer since I was 55 and now 
I am in my mid 70s. How-
ever, as they say on my 
Birthday, New Years Eve, In 
with the new and the old are 
still here. 

The Original 200 

LET’S DINE OUT! 

By Jesica Romer 

My beloved parents, to the 
best of my recollection, were 
among the original 200 to 
move into Rossmoor (Sam 
and Ruth Romer - check my 
dates) 

I remember when I was 
living in New York City and 
came to visit my parents, and 
they had fields and only had 
a few holes that were built on 
the golf course. My Dad was 
commuting from Seaford, 
Long Island, as he had got-
ten a job at Supermarket 
General - what used to be 
the old Pathmark Headquar-
ters in Edison, N.J. 

During that time, the age 
was 45 and 48 (check me 
out on this) as Rossmoor 
was the first community be-

ing built back then and they 
wanted to attract a younger 
crowd. They had model 
homes and I believe it was 
called Leisure World. What 
also attracted my parents to 
move here was that it was a 
pet friendly community. Many 
adult communities didn’t al-
low dogs, and my parents 
had a beloved Shih Tzu 
named Homer. 

There was a group of golf-
ers who originally came t in 
from Queens, New York, and 
even though my Dad never 
played golf he later became 
an avid golfer with a group of 
men once he retired. 
He ,never missed a day. It 
was a very cohesive group 
since many of them moved in 
together, and they all knew 

each other on first name ba-
sis at the pool, cards, etc. No 
bocce or pickleball back 
then. 

Also what attracted my 
parents to move into Ross-
moor was they were prom-
ised when they bought in, 
should the day and time 
come when they needed 
more care, they could move 
into an assisted type living 
which is now the Brookdale 
Assisted Living on Forsgate 
Drivee. However, that quickly 
fizzled out when the unions 
came into Rossmoor and 
changed ownership. 

My parents were also 
members of the Rossmoor 
Jewish Congregation with 
cantor Mary Feinsinger 
which had such a large con-
gregation at the Meeting 
House it was standing room 
only at the doors on the holi-

days. 
Those days are long gone; 

a new group and crowd have 
moved in, which is the way of 
progress. I moved here to 
care for my beloved parents 
who are now gone; and now 

By Sidna B. Mitchell 

Most of us think that pas-
tors are largely concerned 
with our souls. While that 
may be true, there were at 
least two New Jersey 
preachers who were also 
concerned about our bodies. 

Take the Rev. Sylvester 
Graham, a Bound Brook 
Presbyterian minister, an 
avid vegetarian. He invented 
a type of graham crackers as 
a health food in 1829. Ac-

cording to the Graham Fam-
ily Papers, “...Beyond diet, 
he recommended hard mat-
tresses, open bedroom win-
dows, chastity, cold showers, 
loose clothing, pure water 
and vigorous exercise.” This 
minister was also a founder 
of the American Vegetarian 
Society and was active in the 
temperance movement. 

This Rev. Graham —- no 
relation to the Rev. Billy Gra-
ham that we know of —- was 
very concerned about the 
overprocessing and the en-
riching of wheat flour. Be-
cause of those processes, he 
believed white flour ruined 
people’s health. As a result, 
the Rev. Graham developed 
a flour made from coarsely 
ground whole wheat that be-
came known as graham flour 
that was used in graham 
bread and graham crackers. 

However, his graham 
crackers were not the sweet, 
crunchy treats that we know 
today as used in s’mores. 

The other New Jersey 
preacher concerned about 
the health of his members 
and others was Thomas 
Bramwell Welch, a Methodist 
minister and dentist in Vine-
land. He was also involved in 
the temperance movement at 
a time when the Methodist 
Church was strongly op-
posed to the consumption of 
alcohol even for communion. 

The Rev. Welch was alleg-
edly outraged when one 
Sunday a member of the 
church showed up at the 
Welch’s home after having 
too much of the communion 
wine. The reverend then de-
cided to come up with a way 
to provide unfermented 
grape juice rather than wine 
for communion. In 1869 Rev. 
Welch bottled his first grape 
juice in his kitchen. By 1890 
the beverage was known as 
Dr. Welch’s Grape Juice. 

His product was not an 
immediate success so Welch 
continued his dentistry even 
though some of the local 
churches did use his grape 
juice for their communion 
services. However, eventu-
ally with the help of his son, 
Charles, also a dentist, the 
Welch’s grape juice became 
more popular after its expo-
sure at the 1893 World’s Fair 
in Chicago. 

In 1896 the Welch’s com-
pany moved to Concord, 
Mass., where the concord 
grapes could be more readily 
grown. 

Soul and Body 
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sponse was a life saver. 
When I finally got to her, she 
was sitting up in the hospital 
and feeling a little embar-
rassed. Surely, it was no big 
deal, and we were making a 
fuss. No, it was a big deal. 
She had experienced a TIA 
or mini-stroke. 

The doctor explained that 
the quick response was the 
key to her treatment. She 
realized that her symptoms 
were not normal, the dizzi-
ness, blurred vision, and 
headache were not part of 
her everyday life. Rather 
than assume it would all dis-
sipate, she called my brother 

to let him know she wasn’t 
well. Even her speech pat-
terns were labored. How 
many times have we tried to 
shake off physical problems 
thinking they’re no big 
deal? What I have learned 
is that they are a big deal. 
Being aware of changes in 
your physical well-being is 
vitally important. Notifying 
someone quickly when we 
know things are not “right” 
is vitally important. TIAs 
can lead to cognitive de-
cline, so they shouldn’t be 
taken lightly. No matter 
what acronym is used for 
the problem, a stroke is a 
stroke. I may not know how 
to stop it, but now I’m more 
able to recognize it. 

Tree Report 
So what else can trees do 

for us, in addition to making 
oxygen and providing shade 
from the sun? 

Apparently, they can stop 
crime. 

If that seems too far-
fetched, just consider what 
happened in Chicago. In 
1941, the authorities built a 
high-rise housing complex 
for 1,500 families on the 
south side of the city. Over 
the years in parts of the com-
plex, the trees, grass, and 
shrubs died. Other parts of 
the development remained 
green. In 2001, the Univer-
sity of Illinois found that the 
high foliage areas saw 48% 
fewer property crimes and 
56% fewer violent crimes 
when compared with the no-
green areas. 

Cincinnati had to remove 
646 dead or dying ash trees 
that had been invaded by the 
emerald ash borer. Police 
records indicated an uptick in 
property crimes, assaults, 
and other violent crimes 
since the trees went down. 

In a 2012 study, Portland, 
Oregon found lower crime 
rates on streets with trees. 

With all of that in mind, 
recently Philadelphia con-
ducted an experiment on 500 
of its vacant lots. One third 
were cleaned up and planted 
with grass and trees. Another 
third were cleaned up and 
just sown with grass seed. 
The final third were left 
alone. Sure enough, the two 
newly greened areas saw a 
29% drop in gun violence 
over a 38-month period 

A social scientist at the 
Forest Service and author of 
the Philadelphia study, Mi-
chelle Kondo reported that 
the city spent only $5 per 
square meter to green up 
each lot. That produced a 
29% reduction in gun vio-
lence, a pretty spectacular 
return on investment. 

Kondo says that other cit-
ies are experimenting with 
the “green solution” to crime: 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 
Camden, New Jersey, and 
Flint, Michigan. 

A stroke is a stroke 
 

By Terre Martin 

It was the fourth of July 
weekend many years ago. 
We were sitting on the side-
line of my daughter’s high 
school soccer game. Fami-
lies were gathered, the team 
was doing great, and the 
weather was perfect. Then it 
happened. I got the dreaded 
phone call. “Come quick! 
Mom is in the hospital. She 
had a mini-stroke!” 

My mother had always 
been relatively healthy. She 
had never displayed the ill-
nesses and issues that most 
people her age had experi-
enced. She was in her early 
80s, active, and still living in 
her own home. We thought 
she was indestructible. But 
that one day, she started to 
feel dizzy and a bit weak. 
She shook it off, but it wor-
ried her, so she called my 
brother. Fortunately, that 
phone call and his quick re-

By Allen Kobezak 

I’m writing this article in late 
May for the July issue of the 
Rossmoor News. The only 
inspiration I have today is the 
rain outside my window. The 
only life I see in that rain is the 
geese on the lake and, of 
course, a few diehard golfers. 
It’s hard to remember a week 
in the last couple of months 
when we didn’t have cloudy 
skies, rain, and cool tempera-
tures. I keep asking myself, 
where does all this rain come 
from? 

That’s a good question, 
which I never gave much 
thought to before. Of course, 
everyone knows rain is a liquid 
precipitation that comes from 
the clouds in the sky, but 
where does that liquid origi-
nate? 

The short answer is that it 
comes from the bodies of 
water on the Earth’s surface 
and from the water that 
plants release along with 
oxygen during the photosyn-
thesis process. This water 
vapor evaporates into the 

atmosphere and forms a 
mass, or what we know as a 
cloud. When the water vapor 
cools and condenses, it turns 
back into water droplets. 
When these droplets join 
together, they eventually be-
come too heavy and fall back 
to the Earth as rain. 

Wow, did I say my last para-
graph would contain the short 
answer? If you’re still with me, 
I hope I’ve explained it clearly 
enough that you and even I 
can understand it. Anyway, 
that’s my answer and I’m 
sticking to it! 

We all need drinking water 
to survive, and rain helps farm-
ers grow crops that provide the 
food on our tables. Even you 
and I rely on the rain to keep 
our grass and flowers alive. 

A light rain on the roof is 
also a pleasant sound to fall 
asleep to after a long day. 

I just wish we could per-
suade Mother Nature to fill our 
days with sunshine and limit 
that well-needed rain to the 
nighttime hours when I’m fast 
asleep. 

Rain — enough already 

By Allen Kobezak 

Just as New Jersey’s 
nickname is The Garden 
State, Pennsylvania has a 
unique nickname: The Keysto-
ne State. But what is a keysto-
ne, and why would a state be 
proud to be described as one? 

A keystone is the wedge-
shaped stone at the center of 
an arch that locks all the other 
stones together. Okay, but 
what does that have to do with 
our neighboring state. 

Pennsylvania played a valu-
able role in the birth of our na-
tion. It is considered the mid-
dle of our original 13 colonies, 
and like the keystone in an 
arch, it helped hold the other 
colonies together. 

Some significant develop-
ments took place in Pennsyl-
vania that determined the fate 
of the country we live in. 

Our founding fathers met in 
Independence Hall in Philadel-
phia, Pa., where they debated 
and adopted the Declaration of 
Independence and the United 
States Constitution. 

We were still a youthful na-
tion in 1863 when Abraham 
Lincoln traveled to Gettysburg, 
Pa., to honor the men who lost 
their lives in a three-day battle 

fought during a war that di-
vided our citizens. His brief, 
271-word address is regarded 
as one of the most significant 
speeches in America’s his-
tory. His compelling words 
defined our country. He dedi-
cated the ground where the 
fallen soldiers would forever 
rest. He also linked our Civil 
War to the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence 
and our struggle to create a 
nation where all its people 
are not only free but also 
equal. 

We can understand why our 
next-door neighbor was nick-
named The Keystone State, 

and why Pennsylvania’s citi-

zens are proud that their state 
has had a significant influence 

on our nation’s beginnings 

and future growth. 
However, New Jersey and 

the other original colonies 
also played important roles in 
the creation of our country. 
With the combined strength 
and determination of our 13 
original colonies, united and 
locked together by that key-
stone colony, we achieved 
what no individual colony 
could have accomplished on 
its own. 

What’s in a nickname —  
The Keystone State 
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By Allen Kobezak 

If you dig deep enough, 
you’re liable to find almost 
anything in the rich soil of the 
Garden State. That’s what 
William Parker Foulke did in 
1858 when he unearthed the 
bones of the first nearly com-
plete dinosaur found in North 
America. 

Can you imagine 80 million 
years ago, dinosaurs might 
have roamed through what 
would eventually become your 
home in Rossmoor? These 
creatures could shake the 
ground with every step they 
took; and you thought your 

upstairs neighbor’s TV was 

annoying? 
But enough about you and 

your noisy neighbor. Let’s get 
back to the subject of my arti-
cle, William Foulke. 

William Foulke was born in 
Philadelphia in 1816 and 
died in 1865 at age 49. In his 
short life, he wore many 
hats, including attorney, 
prison reformer, abolitionist, 
historian, philanthropist, and 
geologist. However, there is 
some evidence that he did find 
some time for his devoted 
wife, Julia. During their mar-
riage, they raised seven chil-
dren. 

In the 19th century, farmers 

 

often dug a type of nutrient-
rich clay from pits to use as 
fertilizer in their fields. Around 
1840, one of these farmers, 
John Hopkins of Haddonfield, 
New Jersey, discovered some 
large bones in the pit his work-
ers were excavating. 

Although Hopkins’ findings 

stimulated some discussion 
and interesting tales in town, 
nothing more became of the 
discovery until William Foulke 
visited the town and heard 
about the event some 20 
years later. 

William Foulke met with the 
farmer, who agreed to let 
Foulke begin a more intensive 
search for other large bones 
on his farm. 

More bones were found less 
than 15 feet farther down in 
the original pit. When the pro-
ject was finished, a near-
complete skeleton of a Hadro-
saurus, an enormous duck-
billed dinosaur, was un-
earthed. 

Each bone was measured 
and sketched before it could 
be moved. William Parker 
Foulke was credited with the 
excavation and documentation 
of the find, which was named 
Hadrosaurus foulkii in his 
honor. 

It was estimated that this 

prehistoric reptile was more 
than 10 feet tall and 25 feet 
long and might have weighed 
more than seven tons. This 
large herbivorous dinosaur fed 
mostly on twigs and leaves. 
Considering he weighed more 

than four SUVs, that doesn’t 
say much for keeping slim on 
a vegetarian diet. 

The skeleton is now on dis-
play in Philadelphia at Drexel 
University’s Academy of Natu-
ral Sciences. Haddonfield also 
has a park and sculpture as a 
tribute to Hadrosaurus foulkii, 
affectionately known as 
“Haddy” to its citizens. 

In 1991, with the urging of 
the fourth-grade students 
and their teacher at the 
Strawbridge Elementary 
School, Hadrosaurus foulkii 
was named the Official State 
Dinosaur of New Jersey. You 
should remember that little 
bit of information for the next 
Trivia Night in the Club-
house. 

Just think, the next time you 
work in your garden, you might 
find some 80-million-year-old 
dinosaur bones just as, Wil-
liam Foulke did. Just don’t 
count on it — with your luck, 
all you’ll discover will be some-
one’s old boot, and it won’t 
even be your size. 

By Terre Martin 

Remember when you were 
a kid, and you would visit your 
grandparents? For my family, 
it was usually on a Sunday 
afternoon. We’d get in my 
dad’s small car and visit both 
of my grandmas. Usually, we’d 
meet up with other cousins, 
aunts, and uncles who were 
making their weekly visits too. 
Nowadays it’s the grandpar-
ents who do the visiting. The 
nuclear family isn’t so nuclear 
anymore. Our children have 
taken jobs or bought homes in 
other cities, states, and even 
countries. 

When those of us of a cer-
tain age think about retiring, 
we often think about where to 
live. Sometimes one of the 
biggest factors in that decision 
is if we will live near our chil-
dren. In today’s world, it 
means having split personali-
ties. In my case, I have three 
daughters and nine grandchil-
dren. Each daughter lives in a 
different state. One is currently 
in northern California, but she 
is going to move to Texas this 
summer. Another is in Penn-
sylvania, but her family is mov-
ing to South Carolina at the 
end of the school year. The 
third is in Connecticut. She 
seems to be staying put, but 
the drive to her home is 2.5 
hours in traffic. Apparently, her 
family’s busy schedule means 
they can’t make the trip on 
weekends. You know, there 
are sports games, parties, 
business obligations, and all 
sorts of excuses. “Mom, can 
you come here?” 

I’m not alone in this di-
lemma. I have friends who 
have moved multiple times 
trying to stay near family. One 
woman told me she flies to 
various states to attend 
graduations, first communions, 

and the birth of babies. An-
other friend is considering giv-
ing up her independence to 
move in with her kids. How 
and when did this reversal of 
visits happen? Did we blink? 
Were we asleep? Weren’t we 
paying attention? 

Actually, in many ways, we 
are responsible. Didn’t we en-
courage our kids to get a good 
education, sometimes at 
schools far from home? Didn’t 
we encourage them to follow 
opportunities and experience 
more of life than we did? 
When they fell in love with 
someone from far away, didn’t 
we bless their relationship? 
Ironically, we got what we 
wished for. 

The visits to my house have 
become less frequent, and 
sometimes non-existent. I 
used to host all the big holi-
days. I pulled out the china, 
crystal, and silverware I 
bought when I got married. I 
planned and cooked for days 
beforehand. I decorated, set 
the table, bought little gifts for 
the kids, and lovingly ex-
hausted myself. Today, I make 
travel arrangements and book 
hotel rooms. The end result is 
still wonderful. I spend time 
with my family. 

There were other things to 
consider when deciding where 
to live. We have doctors and 
healthcare providers who 
know our history. We have 
close relatives and friends who 
have been part of our lives 
even before we had kids. 
There is also the familiarity of 
New Jersey. We grew up here 
and have lived in every part of 
the state. In some ways, Rut-
gers has been our home base 
for almost 60 years. My hus-
band and I met there as stu-
dents, and our daughters are 
graduates. I also worked there 

for 19 years. Instead of family 
visits on the weekend, we go 
to sporting events or meet up 
with alumni for trips and 
events. It isn’t lost on me that I 
don’t revisit any of the homes 
where I grew up and lived with 
my children. I’ve seen recent 
photos of them, and they just 
don’t look the same. I also 
don’t go back because my 
heart aches just thinking of 
them. But Rutgers? It has 
been there for more than 250 
years and still feels familiar. 

Sometimes it’s easier to do 
the visiting rather than be vis-
ited. When the noise and hub-
bub get to be too much, I can 
retreat to my hotel. I can watch 
whatever I want on the TV and 
hang out in my PJs. I can go to 
sleep by 9 p.m. and get up at 
6:30 in the morning without 
disturbing anyone. I wonder 
what my mom and grandmoth-
ers were thinking all those 
years ago? I bet they were 
glad about the visit, but just as 
glad to see us go home. 

Are there any skeletons in your backyard? 

Who does the visiting? 

Trivia fun 
By Phyllis and Peter Braff 

1. Which President was a 
licensed bartender? 
A - Abe Lincoln 
B - R. Nixon 
C - Bill Clinton 
2. Which month of the year 
has the most baby deliver-
ies? 
A - September 
B - August 
C – July 
3. In 1940 how much did it 
cost for a house? 
A - $3,900 
B - $4,900 
C - $2,900 
4. What is a Super Nova? 
A - Chevy style car 
B - exploding star 
C - a pound of smoked 
salmon (Lox) 
 
Answers on page 15. 
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NEW NEIGHBORS 

MONROE TWP.  

FIRE DISTRICT #3   

AT YOUR SERVICE, 

ANYTIME. 

 

www.mtfd3.com 

609 – 409 – 2980 

 

Graham Cracker Brownies 

1 package graham crackers, crumbled 
1 can sweetened condensed milk 
1 small (11.5-12 oz.) package chocolate chips 
¼ cup finely chopped pecans 

 

Culinary Corner 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Put a few graham crackers in a plastic bag and crush with 

a rolling pin until you have fine cracker crumbs. 
Repeat until all crackers are crushed. 
In a large bowl, mix graham cracker crumbs, sweetened 

condensed milk, chocolate chips and pecans. 
Pour into a well-greased square baking pan. 
Bake in a 350-degree oven for about 30 minutes. Do not 

overcook. 
When cool, cut into 16 brownie squares. 
NOTE: These are chewy, dense and rich brownies. And 

they are so quick and easy to make. 
I can be reached via e-mail at sbmcooks@aol.com. 

In Memoriam 

Thank you,  
Rev. Graham 

In another part of the 
Rossmoor News you will 
find an article about the 
Rev. Sylvester Graham and 
the Rev. Thomas Welch, 
two New Jersey pastors 
who were concerned about 
people’s bodies as well as 
their souls. In that article 
you can read a bit of history 
of graham crackers and 
Welch’s grape juice. 

I happened to like both 
graham crackers and grape 
juice — even the fermented 
kind. In fact, when I was in 
the hospital having a knee 
revision (replacement), I 
was given some graham 
crackers after waking up in 
the recovery room following 
the surgery. However, I 
think I got apple juice, not 
grape juice. 

In reading the history of 
Welch’s grape juice, I was 
reminded of the first com-
munion for my granddaugh-
ter, Maggie. Most of the 
kids quickly took the bread 
and a sip of wine. However, 
one young girl obviously 
liked the taste of the wine 
because she kept sipping 
away. The young priest 
looked perplexed and be-
fore he could decide what 
to do, the girl’s mother 
came up, took the chalice 
away and handed it to the 
priest. There were a few 
chuckles among the parish-
ioners. 

Of course, I’ve found 
many recipes that include 
graham crackers as ingredi-
ents. For example, I’ve 
used a graham cracker 
crust for a lemon ice box 
pie, a key lime pie, a cran-

berry dream pie, my cousin 
Jan’s easy pie and a choco-
late almond cream pie; 
however, I cheat and buy 
the already prepared crust 
in the supermarket. I’ve 
also used graham crackers 

CULINARY CORNER 
By Sidna Mitchell 

Trivia  
Answers 

(Continued from page 14) 

 

in cherry brandy balls, 
Bourbon balls, a date nut 
cake, and in seven-layer 
bars. 

However, the recipe I of-
fer this time is the easiest 
one. 

Home Improvement  

To the Editor 
Although I am not a Ross-

moor resident, I frequently 
visit there. It is a charming 
setting that is obviously well 
managed. A special feature 
of the enclave is The Ross-
moor News, a periodical “of 
the people, by the people, 
and for the people of Ross-
moor.  

I am always blown away 
by the quality of this publica-
tion, it is a better read than 
most of the local newspapers 
I encounter, covering a wide 
variety of events, interests, 
and opinions. One of its 
strongest points is the quality 
of writing and editing that go 
into it. 

Now I hear there is a pro-
posal to transfer publication 
of the paper to an outside 
entity. This would be one 
more unfortunate step to-
ward mediocrity for Amer-
ica’s newspapers. A function-
ing democracy requires a 
free and locally involved 
press. We need publications 
like The Rossmoor News 
that belong to the people 
they serve. 
James McCoy 
Professor Emeritus 
Wagner College 
Staten Island, N. Y.  

Louise E. Londino 
Louise Eleanor Londino, of 

Mutual 2, passed away May 
16 after a brief illness. 

Louise had a 40+ year 
banking career with People’s 
National Bank, later Bank of 
America. Upon retirement, 
she had a wonderful second 
career at Malouf Auto. 

She and her husband, 
Dave, raised their family in 
Old Bridge. She lost Dave in 
1974 and her companion Ed 
Harto in 2002. 

Louise enjoyed volunteering 
with the Friends of the Monroe 
Township Senior Center and 
loved her Trips of Distinction. 
She was a fierce Rossmoor 

bocce ball captain. 
She became a proud 

member of the NSDAR Jer-
sey Blue Chapter in 2020, 
proving patriot lineage. She 
was proud to say she was 
Danish. 

She is survived by her 
daughter Donna Smith, step-
son Chris, his wife Amanda, 
and their children; by her son, 
David Londino and his chil-
dren: by her daughter Lisa 
(Bob) and their son Mat-
thew. Her daughter Dawn 
(Rocky), and their children. 
She was proud to have six 
great-grandchildren. Burial 
at Old Tennent Cemetery 
was private. 

By Christina Smith, Resident 
Services Manager 

 

Kay Wallace, 193C May-
flower Way, formerly of Eliza-
beth, N.J. 

Preeti Jain and Pawan 
Kumar, 568A Thornton Lane, 
formerly of Iselin, N.J. 

Howard Bella and Paulette 
Christle, 293C Sharon Way, 
formerly of Cranbury, N.J. 

Michael and Judith Jen-
kins, 719B Victoria Court, 
formerly of Stoney Point, 
N.Y. 

Zhao Jun Hu, 261C Mid-
dlebury Lane, formerly of 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Marion Boonen, 608C Win-
chester Lane, formerly of 
Palm Coast, Fla. 

Francine Cicchi, 162A 
Providence Way, formerly of 
South River, N.J. 

Richard Cai and Shelly 
Wang, 659-O Yale Way, for-
merly of Marlboro, N.J. 

F rank  and Miche le 
Ruggiero, 175C Portland 
Lane, formerly of Staten Is-
land, N.Y. 

1. A - Abe Lincoln 

2. B - August 

3. C - $2,900 

4. B - exploding star 
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Veterans Group  
Welcomes  
Members 
All Veterans! Come to a 

meeting every second 

Tuesday of the month at 10 

a.m. in the Ballroom. 

By Steven Gray 

I am referring to computer 
viruses, not the human kind, 
where you are told to take 
two aspirins and call in the 
morning if no improvement. It 
is a shame we cannot give 
the computer two bytes and 
have it all better. 

Contrary to popular (or 
unpopular) belief, computer 
viruses have not always 
been with us. One of the 
computer pioneers, John von 
Neumann, did write about 
the possibility in 1966 that 
was based on lectures he 
gave at the University of Illi-
nois in 1949 concerning “self
-reproducing automata.” 
Jumping forward to 1970, we 
have the first story written 
about a computer virus 
called “The Scarred Man” by 
Gregory Benford, published 
in Venture Science Fiction. 

Mr. von Neumann’s theory 
was tested in 1971 by a little 
known programmer, Bob 
Thomas, who infected com-
puters running the TENEX 
operating system using 
ARPANET, the precursor to 
the Internet, with a message, 
“I’m the creeper, catch me if 
you can,” thus given the 
name of the Creeper virus. 
That is all it did, with no dam-
age resulting. The Reaper 
program was created to de-
lete Creeper. Another sci-
ence fiction novel, “When 
HARLIE was one,” by David 
Gerrold, was one of the first 
writers to call a program that 
infects a computer with a 
virus (prior to that I believe 
there were other names – 
none of which can be printed 
here). 

We all are aware that Win-
dows computers can be in-
fected by a wide variety of 
malware, mostly concerned 
with making money either by 
identity theft, stealing bank 
information, sending phony 
virus alerts to have you pay 
for removal of what they 
caused, and so on. MAC 
computers have had the 
reputation of being virus-free. 
No, not quite. Going back to 
1982, we find one called the 
Elk Cloner that infected Ap-

ple’s DOS 3.3 system (pre-
MAC). It was hidden in a 
game and the 50

th
 time the 

game was played it would 
display a poem. That virus 
was spread by floppy discs. 
Jumping forward to 1987, we 
find a virus called nVIR that 
did infect MACs. Fortunately, 
it was not malicious. There 
have been many other forms 
of malware written since, 
most of which are definitely 
malicious which I will not go. 
.into, as that article would 
take over the entire Ross-
moor News. 

The most recent statistics 
on malware I could find is 
from 2022. Over 560,000 
new pieces of malware are 
detected daily and over 1 
billion malware programs 
exist, 58% of all computer 
malware are Trojans. 

At present, we have mal-
ware targeting Windows, 
MACOS and Android. Many 
of those are cross-platform, 
meaning they can attack 
more than one operating sys-
tem. What to do? Keep your 
anti-virus up to date. Do not 
click on any links in email 
that supposedly come from 
your bank, Microsoft, Ama-
zon, etc. 

Do not trust any pop-ups 
saying “You are infected and 
call this number.” Do a com-
plete shutdown, wait 10 sec-
onds, and restart, which will 
usually clear that pop-up, and 
never, ever give banking infor-
mation or any personal infor-
mation over the phone or Inter-
net unless you know definitely 
who you are talking to. 

What’s the best anti-virus? 
Sorry, I do not recommend 
products or brand names. 
Most will work well and some 
better than others, but none 
will protect you if you click on 
that email supposedly from 
your bank, Microsoft, Apple, 
Amazon, and so on. 

You and only you are the 
best protection for your com-
puter. If you do get an infec-
tion and are a Computer 
Club member, call me. If you 
are not a member then you 
just found your reason to 
become one. 

Our next regular meeting will 
be in September.  

If you are interested in join-
ing, please contact President 
Youngae Lee at 201-230-0805 
or yalee1980@ gmail.com 

All are welcome! 

It’s a virus! 

Italian American 
Club 
By Tony Cardello 

We wish all the members 
and their families a very safe 
and happy Fourth of July. 

There will not be a mem-
bership meeting in the month 
of July, but Bingo will be 
played on Friday, July 11, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Ballroom. 

We gave a donation of 
$200 to Monroe Twp. High 
School in support of their 
Military Appreciation Day, 
and another $200 to Rose 
Petals for the care of termi-
nally ill children. 

The Players  
 
 
 
 
 

By Sue Archambault 

The Players will present 
their exciting “This & That” 
show on Thursday, July 31, 
on Friday, August 1, and on 
Saturday, August 2. The cost 
of the show, including re-
freshments, is $10 per per-
son, which will be collected 
at the door. 

By Youngae Lee 

On May 17, we had our May 
monthly meeting with 25 mem-
bers present. 

At this gathering, Clifford 
Lee, one of our members, ex-
plained the history of the 
Rossmoor Community, which 
is serialized in the Rossmoor 
News. He explained how this 
village was built and formed, 
and what purpose it served. 
Everyone listened with interest 
and were satisfied to learn 
something they did not know. 

In addition, as previously 
announced, the members de-
cided to take pictures to re-
member the moment. This 
provided a terrific opportunity 
to take pictures with the back-
ground of wonderful scenery 
and decorate the house in a 
beautiful frame. 

Various kinds of Korean 
food were prepared, and eve-

ryone had a wonderful time 
with seasonal summer fruits. 

The next meeting will be 
July 31: the Woman’s Tea 
Party at the Clubhouse. This is 
an exciting gathering where all 
members can taste home 
made desserts. There will be 
traditional Korean desserts, for 
a gathering that pleases the 
taste and the eyes with beauti-
fully arranged and decorated 
fruits. 

The Rossmoor Computer Club hosted an excellent meeting on an Introduction to AI 
given by AARP’s Roberta Popik. From left are Barbara Boyer, Paul Pittari, Roberta 
Popik, Steve Gray, Ray O’Reilly and Cathleen Norback. 

Chorus pauses for the  
“whole rest” of the summer 
By Joan and Jason Salt 

The Rossmoor Chorus wound down its year with a rela-
tively quiet month in June. The group gathered for the 
church service June 8, singing “Find Us Faithful,” and 
“Here I Am, Lord.” Their only other get-together, which re-
portedly put the fun in function, was the annual Chorus 
dinner, where an abundance of delicious food surrendered 
to an abundance of hungry singers. The highlight of the 
evening was the honoring of two Chorus members for their 
musical contributions as well as their inspiring courage in 
the face of adversity – Alida Granata and Walter Gry-
skiewicz. Chorus President Jim Wilson said, “I can think of 
no two people more deserving.” 

The Chorus will spend the summer, apart from the occa-
sional impromptu (and totally unsanctioned) carport a cap-
pella concert (no, that’s not really a thing… yet), resting 
their throats and studying the latest new material. Discern-
ing listeners will keep an ear out for them in the fall.  

When you are ready to lend a voice, feel free to visit a 
rehearsal at the Meeting House, Wednesdays 3:30 to 5, or 
call Chorus Director Janet Wilson at 609-655-4129. 

Korean American Group 

Korean American Club members attended a presentation by Clifford Lee. 

The photos from the group 

mailto:yalee1980@gmail.com
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you ballroom dance, line 
dance, or just do your own 
freestyle to a range of music. 

Thank you to everyone 
who gets their reservations 
and payment in early. We 
often have a lot of people 
who want to attend, and we 
do have a maximum number 
of seats available, so make 
sure to get your payment in 
by Monday, July 21, to en-
sure you get a seat, particu-
larly if you are with a group 
and want to be seated to-
gether. 

Another thank you to those 
people who paid by check, or 
cash and attach a completed 
reservation form (see reser-
vation form on this page). 
Please print your name in full 
and the full name of any 
guest you are a bringing – no 
one wants to be listed with-
out a name as “guest.” 

If you haven’t renewed 
membership, we are still 
happy to accept your mem-
bership dues. Members pay 
$10 for a dance, but if you 
are not a member the charge 
is $12. Annual membership 
is $10, (see the membership 
form on this page). 

See you on July 26 in the 
Ballroom. 

HHHEALTHEALTHEALTH   CCCAREAREARE   CCCENTERENTERENTER   NNNEWSEWSEWS   

By Elizabeth Caruso, MSN, RN, COHN-S 

Nurse Manager Community Health Services, 

Saint Peter’s University Hospital 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Motorists must obey the rules of the road 

while driving within the community including, 
but not limited to, observing the posted speed 
limits, No U-Turn, Yield, and One Way signs; 
stopping for pedestrians; making a full stop at 
all stop signs; and exercising extreme caution  

when entering RCAI streets  from lanes or 
other areas  without stop signs. 

 

Rossmoor Dance Club 
 Independence Day Dance 

Reservation Form 
Saturday, July 26

th
, 2025: 7 PM – 10 PM 

Reservation Deadline – Monday, July 21st, 2025 
Name: ____________________________________________ 

Phone #: ______________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________  

2025 PAID Member(s) @$10 per person ___________________ 

Non-Member(s) @$12 per person            ___________________ 

Please leave an envelope with this form and exact 
cash or your check payable to ROSSMOOR DANCE 
CLUB in the Dance Club folder at E & R. 

Or mail to: Armen DeVivo, 449B Roxbury Lane, 609 
655 2175. Please note: Photographs will be taken. 

Dance Club 
News 

When you think about 
measles, memories of mak-
ing sure your children were 
vaccinated years ago surely 
come to mind. Measles isn’t 
a thing now, is it? Yes, it is. 

But isn’t measles a child-
hood disease? And didn’t 
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) announce that 
the disease was eliminated 
in the U.S., thanks to those 
very vaccination efforts. 
Again, yes, you are correct. 

However, measles, a 
highly infectious rash with 
severe fever, remains a seri-
ous health concern in many 
countries throughout the 
world. This means that when 
someone returns from global 
travel, they might bring home 
more than memories and 
souvenirs. 

Most of these cases have 
been diagnosed in younger 
people, but the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) and WHO 
warn that seniors should be 
vigilant when they travel 
and when they associate 
with friends and family who 
have been outside the 
country. 

The main reason to be 
concerned is that when an 
older person contracts mea-
sles, it’s more than a mild 
illness. Measles in seniors 
can bring on serious compli-
cations and even can be fa-
tal. 
Why is measles spread-
ing? 

Dr. Brian Ward, associate 
director of the JD MacLean 
Tropical Disease Center at 
McGill University, said cases 
of measles are being im-
ported by travelers. He was 
quoted in a recent CNN.com 
article where he explained 
why Americans shouldn’t 
ignore the risk of contracting 
measles. 

“Each one of those im-
ported cases now is like a 
match being thrown into a bit 
of forest,” said Dr. Ward. 
“The susceptible people in 
our communities now are like 
that accumulating fuel in a 
forest.” 

Another expert, Dr. Mat-
thew Ferrari, director of the 
Center for Infectious Disease 
Dynamics at Penn State Uni-
versity, concurred with Dr. 
Ward. The disease is being 

spread “because a U.S. resi-
dent goes outside of the U.S. 
and is exposed and brings 
measles back,” Dr. Ferrari 
said, noting an upward trend 
in measles diagnoses around 
the country in the past few 
years. 
Why seniors should take 
note 

Above, you read about 
making sure your children 
were vaccinated; the mea-
sles-mumps-rubella (MMR) 
vaccine was first offered in 
the 1960s. Here’s a question 
to ask yourself now: Were 
you vaccinated? 

It’s very possible you 
were not vaccinated against 
measles. And, even if you 
were, the medical commu-
nity reports that you may 
still be vulnerable since im-
munity may wane over time. 
There are blood tests avail-
able to check your immu-
nity. 

Further, as we age, our 
immune systems naturally 
weaken, and this makes it 
more difficult to fight off in-
fections like measles. Senior 
citizens with pre-existing 
conditions, including heart 
disease and diabetes, are at 
an increased risk of contract-
ing measles. 
Preventing measles in 
older adults 

Vaccination is the primary 
way to prevent measles. If 
you are unsure about 
whether you have received 
the measles vaccine, it’s not 
too late! Talk with your physi-
cian. 

There are a few other com-
mon-sense things you can 
do, as well. 
 Avoid contact with infected 

individuals. 
 Practice good hygiene, 

such as frequent hand-
washing. 

 Stay up-to-date on all vac-
cinations, including flu and 
pneumonia shots, to pre-
vent additional complica-
tions should you contract 
measles. 
Bottom line: Measles is 

not just a childhood illness; 
it is a serious health threat 
for senior citizens. Given 
the increased risk of com-
plications, seniors and their 
families should take proac-
tive steps to protect their 
health. 

By Adrienne Brotman 

 Sabbath Services 
Friday, July 11 

Refreshments sponsored 
by the Arons in honor of their 
anniversary and Alan’s birth-
day. 
 Friday, July 25 

Refreshments sponsored 
by members of the congre-
gation in celebration of the 
life of Cindy Sigl. 

All Sabbath Services are at 
7:15 p.m. in the Meeting 
House 

All Welcome 
 General Interim Meeting 
Wednesday, July 16 

7 p.m. Gallery 

Jewish  
Congregations 
happenings 
2 Rossmoor Drive,  
Monroe Township, N.J.  

 

Bob and Melissa Cron enjoyed some light refreshments 
at the Hawaiian-themed Dance Club event. 

By Debbie Sills 

Our Independence Day 
Dance on Saturday, July 26, 
(7-10 p.m.), will be the best 
bang for your buck. For 

2025, paid-up members pay 
$10, non-members pay $12 
and will get three hours of 
fun listening or dancing to 
the music of DJ Mel. 

For our regular dances 
(not catered), the Club pro-
vides light beverages and 
snacks so you can fuel up for 
all that fancy footwork, while 

Dance Club dancers at the May gathering included Ella Almodavar Richard Stults and 
Tony Gigguzzi. 

2025 Dance Club Schedule 
DATE TIME THEME MUSIC BY 

7/26/25 7 PM Independence Day Dance Mel Witchi 

8/30/25 7 PM 50’s Ice Cream Sock Hop Peter Lieberman 

9/27/25 6 PM 41st Dance Club Anniversary  

  Dinner Dance Carmine 

10/25/25 7 PM Haunting Halloween Hop! Angelo 

11/29/25 7 PM Let’s Do the Turkey Trot! Jeff 

NO DECEMBER DANCE 

Rossmoor Dance Club Membership Form 2025 
Annual Membership dues for 2025 
$10 a year, per person/ $20 a year, per couple 

Name: ____________________________________________ 

Phone #: ______________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ 

Please give exact cash, or make a check out to: 
“Rossmoor Dance Club” Send to: Armen DeVivo 
449B Roxbury Lane, (609 655-2175). Or  

Place membership form and cash or check in an enve-
lope and deliver to E&R in the Clubhouse. 

Measles and senior citizens: 
Don’t ignore the risks 
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Religious NewsReligious NewsReligious News   

SPORTSSPORTSSPORTS   

By Betty Anne Clayton 

The Rossmoor Croquet 
Club celebrated National 
Croquet Day on Sunday, 
June 1,

 
with a wild display of 

colorful hats that were sport-

ing the blue, red. yellow and 
black colors of croquet balls. 

Last year, the club won a 
special award, from the 
Unites States Croquet Asso-
ciation, for their blackout 

 

 

theme. Everyone on court 
was wearing black instead of 
the traditional white that is 
required on court. The club is 
hoping to win another award 
with their 2025 theme. 

Above: Members of the Jewish Congregation enjoying Game Day. 
On left: Allan and Diane Kaufman celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with their 
family at RJC services. 

By Maria Hogan 

Our season, although de-
layed by bad weather, finally 
kicked off June 4. We had 
many returning members and 
quite a few new girls. Weather 
was perfect and our first tour-
nament was a success. 

We meet every Tuesday for 
play at 9:30 a.m. Tournaments 
are usually scrambles and fun 
games such as throw out your 
three worst holes. We also 
meet on Thursday at 9:30 for 
just fun play. 

We changed one very im-
portant tournament this year. 
Sadly, in 2023, we lost Patricia 
Mueller, a beautiful person 
who was a member of our 
group from its founding. In 
honor of her spirit and love of 
golf we are changing the name 
of our group champion tourna-
ment to the Patricia Mueller 
Ladies Invitational 18-Hole 
Golf Club Championship. 

Club pro Ray Bridy has gra-

ciously donated a beautiful 
plaque to be placed on the Pro 
Shop wall so names of the 
winners of the newly named 
tournament can be added 
every year. 

Just a note, if anyone is in-
terested in joining our 18-hole 
club, if you have an estab-
lished handicap, please get in 
touch with me, Maria Hogan, 
president of the Rossmoor 
Ladies Golf Group at 
golfer_208@yahoo.com. 

Crazy Hat Day 

Patricia Mueller  

Golfers receive advice from our pros 

Ladies 18-Hole Golf Group 

By Allen Kobezak 

After a slow spring start be-
cause Mother Nature fell 
asleep on her job and forgot to 
turn off the rain spigot, shuffle-
board is back to normal. 

The courts have dried out 
and so have our members. 
We are now making up for lost 
time. In addition to our regular 
games, our Singles Tourna-
ment has begun, and, as we 
do every year — rain or shine 
— we are continuing our vari-
ous social events. 

However, the weather was a 
major disappointment for our 
members during the early 
days of the season, when it 
threatened to put a damper on 
our shuffleboard tournament 
with the Monroe High School 
seniors. These games are 
always played on Rossmoor’s 
courts, but the rain forced us 
to play at the Monroe 
Recreation Center. The only 
problem with this was that the 
recreation center doesn’t have 
indoor shuffleboard courts. 
Some of us ended up playing 
trivia games, while others 
played bingo. Although these 
games couldn’t compare to a 
good strategic game of shuffle-

A challenging shuffleboard spring 

board, the purpose of this out-
ing was to bring the two gen-
erations closer together. In 
that respect, it was a very suc-
cessful day. Getting together 
with these fun, bright, and en-
thusiastic young people with 
their futures yet to be deter-
mined brightened our day, so 
that even the rain couldn’t 
dampen it. 

Since none of us can do 
anything about the weather, 
except complain, as I also did 
in another article this month, 
we will continue to be at the 
mercy of old Mother Nature. 
However, we can appreciate 
the bright, sunny days when 
we do have them, and remem-
ber that Mother Nature brings 
us those days, also. 

For more information, call 
our Shuffleboard Rep., Jackie 
Cristiano, at 732-666-8323. 

Or, you can stop by our 
courts, located next to the 
pool. If you see an orange 
ribbon on our shuffleboard 
sign, that’s the signal that 
we’re playing. Come right 
in and be introduced to our 
members and a game that 
can add many bright days 
to your life. 

Women’s 9-Hole Group has a great start 

By Terre Martin 

The need for a 9-Hole golf 
group became evident as 
more women expressed in-
terest and have actually 
joined. What was once a 
thriving organization began 
losing members several 
years ago. COVID then hit 
and gave it the final blow! 
The only alternatives were 
finding others to play with 
on your own or tagging 
along with the 18-Hole 
group. Neither situation was 
ideal. It’s hard to find other 
players if you don’t know 
who they are, and the 18-
Hole group has skilled play-
ers who are more competi-
tive. 

The other issue is that 
many women moved to 
Rossmoor after the heyday 
of the golf groups. Some 
had minimal experience 
with the game. Others had 
no experience, but they 
wanted to learn. The prob-
lem was that they didn’t 
know where to begin. 

Enter the Women’s 9-
Hole group. An information 
meeting was advertised and 
held in early April. The 
hope was to attract and 

enlist the help of former 
players who had retired 
from the game. Instead, the 
Dogwood Room began to 
fill up with new and unfamil-
iar faces. There were re-
cent residents who used to 
play but wanted to get back 
on the course. There were 
friends of residents who 
heard about the opportunity 
and were eager to join. And 

there were women who 
wanted to learn the game 
from scratch. 

Several women stepped 
up to help with the organi-
zation. Joyce Cassidy, for-
mer president of the original 
9-Holers, offered to be the 
overall scorekeeper. Sue 
McElligott took on the re-
sponsibility of secretary and 

(Continued on page 19) 

 

Croquet Club celebrates with crazy hats 
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Classified AdvertisingClassified Advertising  

TRANSPORTATION TIDBITS 
Important phone numbers: 
Rossmoor Bus .......................................... 609-655-4401 

Call-in hours are: 9:00 – noon and 2:30 p.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

Schedule is available at www.rcainj.com  

under “Amenities”. 
 

Monroe Township Transportation ............ 609-443-0511 
 

Middlesex County 

Area Transportation (MCAT)  ................ 1-800-221-3520 

Home Home   

Improvement & Improvement & 

ServicesServices  
T-K-S HOME IMPROVE-
MENTS – Full-service contrac-
tor. Kitchen, baths, base-
ments, painting, tile and more. 
No job too big or small. Li-
cense #13VH05970500. (609) 
259-2574. 
 
MIKE THE HANDYMAN – 
See my display ad in this edi-
tion. (732) 780-0468. 
 

Miscellaneous/Miscellaneous/

ServicesServices  
TECH BUDDY – Simple step-
by-step help with smart-
phones, computers and tab-
lets. Large print solutions for 
low tech problems. Beginner to 
Advanced. Patience and en-
thusiasm included. Wireless 
printers, Netflix, Amazon Alexa 
setup and training. Have Alexa 
remind you of your appoint-
ments, read audiobooks, 
more. $5 off setup. Free quote. 
(732) 589-4974. 
techbuddybarb@aol.com  
 
COMPUTERS CUSTOM 
BUILT & REPAIRED - RJF 
Sales Company LLC.* Time to 
clean your computer and get 
educated on protecting your-
self from scams. Desktop and 
laptop repair in your home. 
Virus removal and protection. 
Evenings and weekends also 
available. Monroe resident 
with over 20 years of computer 
experience. (732) 723-9537 or 
(732) 967-3400. Please leave 
message; most calls returned 
same day. 
 

DENTURES REPAIRED and 
refurbished. Call Michael at 
(908) 415-6159. Rossmoor 
resident. 
 
JACKIE’S HOME ORGANIZ-
ING SERVICE. Reasonable 
rates and references provided. 
Call (609) 610-6388. 
 
HAIRCUTS DONE IN YOUR 
HOME. Please call Renee, 
(908) 705-7569. 
 

Help & Health Help & Health 

ServicesServices  
NEED ASSISTANCE? Drive 
to doctor and errands. Food 
shopping. Light housekeeping 
and more. Call Miriam. (732) 
343-4480. 
 
AT ANGEL TOUCH HOME 
CARE we provide excellent 
care for the elderly with li-
censed, insured and bonded 
thoroughly screened aides. 
We are a company that cares 
for our patients and makes 
sure they are treated by the 
best. 24-hour care (living with 
resident). Elderly companion-
ship. Call (609) 907-6059. 
 
ANNA’S HOME CARE – Cer-
tified professional caregiver is 
looking for live-in/live-out job 
in Monroe Township. Experi-
enced, references. Driver’s 
license. Accepts long-term 
care insurance. Low prices. 
Private care option. Call 
Anna at (609) 917-4208 or 
(908) 337-7462. 
 

TransportationTransportation  
ARNIE’S DRIVING SERVICE, 
#1 In Monroe. Friendly and 
dependable. Specializing in 
New York City, all airports, and 
doctor visits. I drive a very safe 
Tesla. Call (609) 751-1612. 
 
BEST RATES. NEW SUV. 
Service to airports, NYC. Call 
(640) 250-2619. 
 
TOM’S TRANSPORTATION: 
Door-to-door service. Newark 
Airport. Reservations call (609) 
917-5600. 
 
AAA TRANSPORTATION—
Monroe area. (Encore resi-
dent.) Transportation to air-
ports, trains, piers, NYC, and I 
will drive your car to and from 
Florida. Reasonable rates. Call 
Howard (732) 979-3085. 
 
LIMO GUY — Our 25TH year. 
Upgraded SUVs. Six vehicles. 
$110 to Newark Airport. We go 
almost anywhere. All airports. 
Call (732) 803-2521. 
limoguyincnj@gmail.com 
 

Rossmoor will send robocalls to advise in 
case of bad weather or emergencies 

The Rossmoor administration will send automated 

robocalls to residents’ telephones whenever it is 

necessary to advise about predicted snow storms, 

severe weather warnings, or other emergencies. 

If you are not home to answer, a message will be 

left in your voice mail or on your answering machine. 

Please be sure to check your phone or answering 

machine. All necessary information will be included 

in the message so you will not need to call the office 

in return. 

keeper of the email enroll-
ment, and Barbara Agnese 
oversees the various weekly 
tournaments. Another plus is 
that the more experienced 
golfers have stepped up to 
help the newer players. 

The tournaments are on 
Tuesday afternoons, after 
the morning rush of golfers 
leaves. The pairings are 
mixed, so experienced 
players and novices play 
together. The objective is 
always to have fun while 
honing skills and learning 
the game.  

Golf Pro Ray Bridy of-
fered clinics and a tour of 
the front nine for inexperi-
enced players, pointing out 
the rules and issues for 
each hole. He has made it 
his mission to ensure an 
enjoyable experience, but 
not at the expense of more 
seasoned golfers. He has 
emphasized the importance 
of P-O-P, pace of play. 
Everyone must play ready 
golf, pick up their ball after 
a limited number of strokes, 

(Continued from page 18) 

and help each other find 
lost balls for no more than 
three minutes. 

So far, the group has 
proven very successful. 
Players who need to learn 
the game or improve their 
proficiency are taking les-
sons and practicing on their 
own.  

Seasoned players are still 
able to play their game and 
perfect their chips and 
putts. After the round, 
there’s socializing with bev-
erages of choice and 
snacks. Each week the 
names of the tournament 
winners are posted on the 
bulletin board in the golf 
lounge, so everyone can 
see their progress. 

Women who want to learn 
to play golf should contact 
the Pro Shop. There is a 
level of proficiency neces-
sary before they can play 
on the course. They should 
also ask about course 
membership.  

Experienced players who 
would like to join the 9-Hole 
group should contact Terre 
Martin at  
terre.martin3710@gmail.com. 

Bulk Trash Collection 
To schedule Bulk Trash collection 

please call the Rossmoor Maintenance 
office at 609-655-2121 before noon on 
Tuesdays.  

Bulk trash is collected on Fridays. 

 

 If you are not certain as to 
the proper disposal for 
Medical Waste, please 
consult with your physician 
or medical supplier.  
Monroe Township Recy-

cling Center is located at 76 
Gravel Hill-Spotswood Rd, 
Monroe Township, NJ 

TRASH - collected twice 
weekly on Mondays and 
Thursdays. 
 Household bagged garbage 

and trash must be placed in 
the appropriate Dumpsters 
(in Mutuals not providing 
curb pick-up) 
BULK - Call Rossmoor 

Maintenance 609-655-2121 by 
noon on Monday to schedule 
a Wednesday bulk collection. 
BULK ITEMS NOT AC-
CEPTED: TVs, electronics, 
tires, and small engines. 

Bundled branches re-
moved by RESIDENTS will 
be picked up at the curb on 
Mondays by High Tech (Holi­
days: Tuesday pick-up). Clip-
pings should be placed in the 
regular trash.  
 Contractors’ and private 

landscapers’ refuse is the 
responsibility of the contrac-
tor or private landscaper to 
dispose of. Contractors and 
private landscapers may not 
use the dumpsters. 

 Please Note: Medical Waste 
and Personal Electronics may 
NOT be placed in either the 
Trash or Recycling dump-
sters. It needs to be disposed 
of properly.  

Recycling and Trash 
RECYCLING - collected every Friday 

The following recyclable items are to be placed loose (no 

plastic bags of any color) in the containers marked for Recy-

cling. (In those Mutuals not providing curb pick-up.) 

Save the date 
The MT Chorus presents 

their fourth annual hoote-
nanny: “A Sing-along for 
Everyone,” on Saturday, 
Aug. 16, at 2 p.m. Doors will 
open at 1:30 p.m., at the 
Senior Center, 12 Halsey 
Reed Road, Price $5. at the 
door, children through high 
school age are free. 

For more information call 
Sheila Werfel at 609 619-
3229, or Donna Breitowich at 
732 580-2351. 

9-Hole Group  

NEED A RIDE? NJ/NY/PA. 
Airports, cruise terminals, 
medical appointments. (609) 
642-9877. 
 

For SaleFor Sale  
ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY 
CONDO. Bottom floor. 2 BDR, 
2 BATH. Vermont model, 
1,150 SF. Asking $250,000. 
Call Jim (973) 699-3844. 
 
2 BEDROOM, 2.5 BATH 
HAMPTON 1, Concordia. 
Granite countertops, stain-
less appliances. $429,900, 
call (201) 723-4999. 
 
WOMEN’S GOLF CLUBS—
New, antique/old jewelry. Best 
offer. (609) 664-2699. 
 

Help WantedHelp Wanted  
WORK FROM HOME. Part 
time - must have at least 1 
year experience. Telemarketer 
and cold calling in local areas. 
$20 an hour plus bonuses! 
Great mentorship and support 
with big upside. Work with a 
variety of clients behind a solid 
brand. Call Milton Paris, Get-
ting Ahead in Business: 
732.306.0040. 
 

mailto:terre.martin3710@gmail.com
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ous. The motion was sec-
onded and passed unani-
mously. 
Directors Comments:   
 Mr. Jolly discussed a re-

quest to place “no dogs 
allowed” signs at each en-
trance to RCAI buildings. 
Much discussion followed. 
Rather than signs it was 
decided that an article 
would be prominently 
placed in the Rossmoor 
News and other Rossmoor 
media.  

 M11 Director Archambault 
raised concerns regarding 
trash collection issues with 
our contractor IWS. She 
stated that cans are not 
being emptied regularly. 
Much discussion followed. 

Resident Comments:  
 A resident of M11 agreed 

with Director Archambault 
regarding trash issues.  

 An M1 Resident raised a 
concern that the no dog 
rules in RCAI buildings 
should have been further 
discussed at the last meet-
ing. 

 M6 Resident raised a con-
cern about trash collection 
on holidays. 

 M11 Resident agreed with 
Ms. Archambault’s trash 
concerns. 
There is no further busi-

ness to attend, the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

(Continued from page 2) 

dozen years after Sean 
earned his Eagle Scout 
award, with his high school 
years deep in the rear-view 
window, he put the finishing 
touch on his project. Just in 
time for Memorial Day, the 
stone is now in place. 

In fact, when the commu-
nity gathered for Monroe’s 
Memorial Day ceremony on 
May 26, the stone served as 
the proud centerpiece. 

Following his graduation 
from Monroe High School, 
Sean spent five years in the 
U.S. Marine Corps and now 
serves as a public affairs 
officer in the Air Force Re-
serve. He is also a full-time 
student, working towards a 
Masters in Rehabilitation 
Counseling from Rutgers 
University. 

The monument, with the 
newly installed stone, is a 
superb addition to the park.  

I commend Sean for the 
terrific work he’s done to 
make this monument a real-
ity, as well as all the Eagle 
Scouts and others who 
helped make this project a 
reality.  

It is essential that we con-
tinually honor our brave 
troops who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice defending our 
freedoms; this moving tribute 
will be a great source of 
pride for our town for years 
to come. I encourage you to 
visit the park and see Sean’s 
vision come to life. 

 

Board of  
Governors  
meeting 

ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION INC 
2025 POOL SEASON 

RULES, REGULATIONS, GUIDELINES  
& POOL HOURS 

 

Friday, May 23rd through 
Monday, September 1st 

Open daily, 8:30am* – 7:30pm. 
(Pool hours are subject to change) 

 

NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY - RESIDENTS ONLY - NO GUESTS 
ARE PERMITTED- NO SWIMMING ALONE 

*Lap lanes are available to active swimmers only 
 Monday-Friday, 8:30am-9:30am. 

Failure to comply with these guidelines will result in pool privileges 
being revoked and/or a fine to residents.  

 
1. Health and Safety Guidelines:  

a. As per New Jersey State Bathing Code: persons showing 
evidence of communicable infection, sore or inflamed eyes, 
cold, nasal or ear discharges, or excessive sunburn will not 
be permitted in the pool area. People with open sores, blis-
ters, cuts, and/or bandages will not be permitted in the 
pool. 

b. Showering is required prior to entering the pool. Soap is 
not permitted in the outdoor shower. 

c. People recovering from diarrhea or symptoms of gastroin-
testinal disease are encouraged to wait seven days before 
using the pool. 

d. Persons suspected of being under the influence of drugs/
alcohol shall be prohibited from entering the pool area. 

e. Non-slip footwear MUST be worn in the Pool Area Bath-
room  

f. Management reserves the right to close the pool at any 
time. 
 

2. Pool Passes:   
a. Upon entering the pool area, all residents must present 

their blue photo ID pass with 2025 sticker. These IDs are 
non-transferable and expire annually.  

b. A $10.00 replacement fee will be charged for lost ID cards. 
 

3. Food and Beverages: 
a. Food and beverages are permitted within the designated 

“Picnic Area” only. 
b. All beverages and food must be in non-breakable contain-

ers.  
c. Glass containers and alcoholic beverages are prohibited. 
d. Water in plastic bottles may be consumed on the pool 

deck, surrounding the pool. 
e. All food/beverage debris must be removed and disposed of 

in appropriate trash/recyclable collection containers. 
 
4. Seating: 

a. Pool furniture is available on a first-come basis.  
b. Personal furniture is NOT permitted in the pool area. 
c. Beach towels should be used to cover and protect pool 

chairs when using suntan oil/lotions. 
 

5. General Rules: 
a. No animals, except service animals, shall be allowed within 

the pool area. 
b. Radios or other music media are not permitted in the pool 

area, except those equipped with earphones. 
c. Smoking of any kind, including e-cigarettes, is NOT permit-

ted in the pool area. 
d. No sitting on the entrance steps or ladders 
e. Neither diving, running, continual jumping nor “horseplay” 

is permitted. 
f. Roughness, rowdy behavior, expectoration, or other con-

duct affecting the safety and comfort of others is prohib-
ited. 

 
6. Noodles, Fins, Pool Toys, etc.: 

a. Pool toys - inflatable, plastic, foam, or any other material – 
swimming devices such as, but not limited to, swimmees, 
inner tubes, fins, etc., bubble guns, water sprayers, etc. are 
NOT permitted in the pool, except for Aqua Aerobic classes. 
Only US Coast Guard-approved life jackets may be used in 
the pool as flotation devices. Rossmoor residents may use 
“Standard Noodles” in the shallow end of the swimming 
pool only. Noodles with seats or nets are not permitted.  

 
7. Rules Not Followed: 

a. Warning  
b. Second Infraction – One week suspension from pool 
c. Third Infraction – Pool privileges revoked for remainder of 

season. 

It was 15 or so years ago 
when a local scout noticed 
that Monroe did not have its 
very own monument to honor 
and remember those who 
died in service to our coun-
try. 

So, as all good Scouts do, 
Sean Evans was ready to 
make a positive and lasting 
change in his hometown. 

He devoted his Eagle 
Scout project to the creation 
of a monument in Veterans 
Park. With the support of his 
troop and the Township, 
Sean built most of the monu-
ment before he graduated 
high school.  

It is designed with the tra-
ditional rifle, helmet and 
boots used to represent sol-
diers killed in action. You can 
see it proudly displayed in 
Veterans Park, off Avenue K. 

“My troop leaders warned 
me that it was an ambitious 
project and that it wouldn't be 
easy, but in my mind, there 
was no other option,” Sean 
said. “I knew I had to do 
something to honor those 
who gave their lives protect-
ing our nation.” 

Through his hard work, 
Sean was able to earn his 
Eagle Scout designation in 
2013.  

But the monument was 
always missing a key ele-
ment: a stone etched with 
the names of Monroe sol-
diers killed in action.  

That recently changed. A 

Monroe remembers its heroes with 
monument at Veterans Park 
By Mayor Stephen Dalina 


