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clothing and accessories; jew-
elry from all eras; knitting and 
craft supplies; CDs, DVDs, 
books, puzzles; home décor 
and housewares; tools and 
other useful gadgets; and 
holiday decorations. Take a 
break from shopping for 
some light refreshments and 
beverages, offered for sale in 
the Ballroom. 

With his reindeer parallel-
parked on our 
Clubhouse roof, 
Jolly Oleô Saint 
Nick, Mrs. Claus, 
and Rosie the Elf 
will join us for 
photos in front of 
our fireplace. 
Itôs all for a 

good cause: All 
event proceeds 
will go toward 
charitable organi-
zations, including 
St. Jude, SAVE 
Animal Rescue, 
and Monroeôs 
Food Pantry.  

If you are inter-
ested in volun-
teering on any of 
the three days, 
contact the E&R 

Chorus kicks off new season 
with Sing-along 
By Alyce Owens 

The Rossmoor Chorus is 
back after their summer hia-
tus, planning another busy, 
fun season which will get 
started with an old-fashioned 
Sing-along for the Rossmoor 
community on Sunday after-
noon, Oct. 30, at 3 to 4 p.m. 
in the Clubhouse Ballroom. 
The chorus invites residents, 
friends and family to come 
listen and sing familiar favor-
ites from across the eras ð 
pop songs, movie music and 
Broadway tunes youôll all 
remember, and no doubt go 
away humming. 

For years the versatile 
Chorus has enjoyed a won-
derful reputation in the area, 
presenting shows of their 
own, singing for clubs and 
organizations in Rossmoor, 
and entertaining at various 
local adult living and nursing 

home facilities such as Mon-
roe Village and The Elms. 
Many of these performances 
also include familiar numbers 
from some of their very tal-
ented soloists. In addition, 
the group sings regularly on 
the second Sunday of every 
month at the Community 
Church at its 11 a.m. worship 
service. 

This year, the Chorus is 
looking forward to bringing 
their joyous music to even 
more folks ï both within 
Rossmoor and in surround-
ing communities and facili-
ties. Wouldnôt it be fun to be 
a part of this dynamic group? 

The mixed chorus of both 
men and women sing mostly 
four-part arrangements for 
soprano, alto, tenor and bass 
parts. The ability to read mu-
sic, although helpful, is not 

(Continued on page 4) 

By Margaret Drozd MSN, RN, 
ACNS-BC, FNP-BC, CSN-NJ 

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) has ap-
proved an emergency use 
authorization of two new 
COVID-19 booster vaccines 
specifically designed to pre-
vent or reduce the BA.4 and 
BA.5 Omicron subvariants 
that together account for 
most cases in the U.S. The 
FDA has approved the Mod-
erna COVID-19 Vaccine, 
Bivalent for individuals 18 
and older and the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 Vac-
cine, Bivalent for individuals 
12 and older. 

These new, Omicron-
specific booster vaccines are 
called bivalent because one 
half of it is the original vac-
cine and the other half is a 
reformulation designed spe-
cifically for Omicron subvari-
ants. They now replace the 
original Moderna and Pfizer 

COVID-19 (monovalent) 
booster vaccines which are 
no longer authorized for indi-
viduals older than 12. How-
ever, the original booster 
vaccines are still authorized 
as a booster dose for chil-
dren, ages 5 through 11. 
There are no changes to the 
primary doses of the Mod-
erna, Pfizer and Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccines. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), COVID-19 
vaccines have dramatically 
reduced COVID-19 hospitali-
zations and deaths. Possible 
side effects from the new 
bivalent COVID-19 booster 
vaccines are the same as 
those from other COVID-19 
vaccine doses. 

Here are some facts about 
the new Moderna and Pfizer 
bivalent booster vaccines: 
¶ The Moderna bivalent 

booster vaccine is now 

authorized as a single-dose 
booster for individuals 18 
and older. 
Adults 18 and older who 

are eligible for a booster 
dose will now only be eligible 

(Continued on page 18) 

New emergency use authorized COVID-19 
booster vaccines arrive! 

Wanted: Treasure hunters, super-shoppers, and 
lovers of La Jonque 

Shadow of a tree  Photo by Youngae Lee 

By Melissa Barnard and  
Sue Ortiz 

Formerly known as the 
Womenôs Guild Bazaar, Ross-
moorôs Charity Exchange will 
return to our community on 
Saturday, Nov. 5. 

Start cleaning out your clos-
ets, drawers, and carports for 
all the stuff you donôt need or 
use anymore. Who needs a 
third and fourth Bundt cake 
pan, anyway? One personôs 
trash is anotherôs treasure. 

Donation drop-off days will 
be Thursday, Nov. 3 and Fri-
day, Nov. 4, from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

If you are a baker, please 
consider donating something 
for the bake sale. 

On the day of the sale, Sat-
urday, residents will be wel-
come from 9 a.m. through 2 
p.m. No early birds, please. 
Sales will be brisk with treas-
ure hunters finding everything 
under the sun from delicate 
trinkets such as a Noritake 
porcelain sugar bowl, or an 
unusual piece of jewelry, to a 
brand-new coffee percolator, 
or picture frame. Weôll have 
the Clubhouse filled with vin-
tage, new, and gently worn 

Office, or join us at our next 
volunteer and planning meet-
ing on Wednesday, Oct. 19, 
at 10 a.m. in the Clubhouse 
Gallery. 

Remember to bring plenty of 
cash and your reusable bags 
to hold all those fun and excit-
ing purchases. 
You donôt know what you 

might find that you never knew 
you needed. 

Flu shots 
By Steven Gray 

This is a public service 
announcement from Snow 
White. 

Getting a flu shot may 
make you Grumpy or Sleepy 
but do not be Bashful or 
Dopey. Any Doc will tell you 
that being Sneezy with chills 
and fever will not make you 
Happy. The side effects do 
not last long and are much 
better than being sick. 

I have said my piece so I 
think I will now have an apple 
and take a short nap while wait-
ing for my Prince Charming.  

Stay well everyone. 
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ibuprofen for the ñadultingò 
headache I got from paying 
for the gas and all those 
bills). These days, it seems 
that leaving the house al-
ways costs at least a hun-
dred buckeroos! During my 
childhood, Mom took me to 
my appointments, worried 
about my health, and made 
the grocery lists. I just went 
along for the ride and got a 
toy and a cruller at Two 
Guys. 

All that shopping, and now 
I donôt feel like cooking. Or 
painting. The craft projects 
remain unfinished. The vac-
uum is on guard, waiting for 
a call to action. The pile of 
papers teeters like the Tower 
of Pisa as I type this, al-
though I am not writing Bits & 
Pieces at this point. 
Overwhelmed with ñadultò 

responsibilities, I grab the 
phone to scroll Facebook or 
play Candy Crush. To waste 
time. To do anything but be 
an adult. But thereôs no ex-
citement in it either. If Iôm not 
doing something productive, 
I feel I also canôt have any 
fun. A self-imposed guilt trip, 
I guess. Sigh. 

I long for the days of no 
responsibilities, All I had to 
do was play, go to school, do 
my homework, and be good. 
(I was probably too good for 
my own good ð I never got 
into any trouble. Whereôs the 
fun in that, though?) 

And now I see a small 
stain growing on my living 
room ceiling ï meaning there 
must be a leak in the bath-
room. 

Time to be an adult and 
call a plumber. 

B&P 
ñEvery time I see an adult 

on a bicycle, I no longer de-
spair for the future of the hu-
man race.ò ï H. G. Wells 
(British author, 1866-1946) 
ñYouôre dead if you aim 

only for kids. Adults are only 
kids grown up, anyway.ò ï 
Walt Disney (American busi-
nessman, 1901-1966) 
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Bits & Pieces  
By Sue Ortiz  

I donôt feel like ñadultingò 
today. 

I made a list, actually 
three, last night: One with 
things to do around the 
house ï clean off my desk, 
sort out the laundry room, 
vacuum, dust, pay the 
monthly bills, wash clothes; 
another one with places to 
go ï Stop & Shop, the Post 
Office, CVS, and the gas 
station to fill up the tank and 
check the air in the tires; and 
the last one listed the fun 
stuff: finish current craft pro-
jects, write (this column?), 
read, take a walk, and paint. 

With a groggy head and 
my lists in hand, I head 
downstairs. First things first. 
No, not breakfast é Wordle. 
That daily word-guessing 
game that you only play once 
a day. Thank goodness, too. It 
would be addicting if multiple 
games were available each 
day, like Words with Friends or 
Candy Crush. I got the daily 
word in three guesses, as 
usual. ñOkay, put down the 
darn phone and start your 
day,ò I reprimand myself. 

Half an hour later, break-
fast and makeup are done. 
Now itôs time to start the 
ñadulting.ò I put a load of 
laundry in the washing ma-
chine then stand in the mid-
dle of the room and remem-
ber #2 on my ñto doò list: the 
laundry room needs to be 
organized. I look around. 
Nah. ñNot today.ò 

Next, I pay bills on my lap-
top. To quote an old British 
sitcom, ñThe bills are so big, 
we should call them Wil-
liams!ò Get it? (No? Do I hear 
crickets?) After robbing Peter 
to pay Paul, I was good for 
another month. Nobody 
warned me about this aspect 
of ñadultingò when I was a 
kid! Dad brought home the 
paycheck; Mom paid the 
bills. 

On to the food shopping, 
gassing up the car, and stop-
ping at the pharmacy to pick 
up a prescription (and some 

On a beautiful September 
morning with the Village 
Center meeting room win-
dows open to let the fresh 
air in, the September Ross-
moor Board of Governors 
(BOG) monthly meeting 
opened with many attend-
ing in person and nearly an 
equal amount watching on-
line as a webinar. 

 

President Dan Jolly thank 
all for attending and then 
forwarded an Executive 
Committee recommendation 
to keep the pool open for 
another week. The fore-
casted warm weather and 
residentôs appreciative re-
sponse to the previous two 
weekôs extension of the pool 
season made the motion an 
easy unanimous BOG ap-
proval. 

 

Dan then praised the work 
of the Clubhouse staff who 
recently completed a Ross-
moor Veterans Display lo-
cated within the clubhouse. 
Dan also announced that 
Forsgate Country Club has 
requested Rossmoor Golfôs 
help in accommodating 60 to 
100 golfers expected to play 
in a charity event sponsored 
by New Jersey Wireless As-
sociation on Tuesday, June 
13, 2023. A motion was 
made to allow the event, it 
was approved 18-0. 

 

Mr. Jolly then announced 
the re-creation of the Em-
ployee Holiday Gift Fund 
Committee. The committee 
sends letters to all residents 
asking for holiday donations 
for the Rossmoor staff. He 
appointed Barbara Krysiak, 
Joann Casper and Barbara 
Brumberg to the committee. 

 

Treasurer John Craven, 
reported on the July 31 finan-
cial statements. He an-
nounced a budget surplus of 
$ 2 7 8 , 8 2 2 . 0 0  w h i c h 
$151,257.00 better than 
planned. 

 
RCAI Management Report: 

Tom Curry, General Man-

ager updated the Board on 
the continued elevated num-
ber of real estate transac-
tions within the community. 
Additionally, he reported that 
management has completed 
the transfer of our employee 
payroll system to a less ex-
pensive and user-friendly 
payroll company. 

Tom then briefed the 
Board on current mainte-
nance activities and several 
ongoing and completed pro-
jects to include: 
¶ The Maintenance Depart-

ment completing 677 work 
orders in August. 
¶ Johnson and Baran com-

pleting asphalt pavement 
repairs. 
¶ The pavilion for the Bocci 

Court is currently under 
construction. 
¶ The roadway line striping 

project is progressing 
slowly. 
¶ The Clubhouse hallway art 

has been installed thanks 
to the Clubhouse and 
Maintenance department 
staffs. 
¶ The Golf Course has re-

moved multiple dead trees 
and their stumps. 
¶ The Golf Course has sev-

eral upcoming events in-
cluding another Under Ar-
mor Juniors tournament. 
¶ High Tech Landscape has 

begun the second round of 
shrub and small tree prun-
ing. 
Mr. Curry then reminded 

Directors that the individual 
Mutuals own the three-foot 
planting beds around homes. 
If an individual owner is not 
properly maintaining the bed 
or if shrubs are too large for 
the location the Mutual can 
and should protect their 
buildings by addressing the 
problem. 

 
New Business: 
¶ Resolution 2022-30 Au-

thorization of Health Cen-
ter Building Lease 
Mr. Gleason, Secretary, 

read the Resolution for the 
approval of a five- year Build-

ing lease with Saint Peters 
University Hospital. Motion to 
accept made, seconded, and 
passed 18-0. 
¶ Resolution 2022-31 Au-

thorization to Address 
Drainage Concerns on 
the Golf Course 
Mr. Gleason, Secretary, 

read the Resolution for the 
approval of addressing the 
standing water issue on the 
1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14 and 18 
holes by using both contrac-
tors and the golf course 
maintenance department. 
The Golf Course can utilize 
the 2022 Capital Budget not 
to exceed $21,000.00 motion 
made and seconded, motion 
passed. 18-0 
¶ Resolution 2022-32 Au-

thorization to extend the 
Current Nurses Services 
Agreement with St. Pe-
terôs University Hospital 
Mr. Gleason, Secretary, 

read the Resolution for the 
Approval of the Health Cen-
ter Services Agreement with 
Saint Peters University Hos-
pital. as follows: A Motion to 
approve was made, sec-
onded, and passed. 18-0 

 
Directors and Residents 
Comments: 
¶ Request was made for all 

Mutuals, to donate $100.00 
toward Thanksgiving din-
ners for residents who can-
not get out for Thanksgiv-
ing. This event is spon-
sored yearly by the Italian 
American Club and the 
Rossmoor Community 
Church. 
¶ Question about flooded 

Manors on a re-sale. Mr. 
Curry explained that any 
questions are between the 
Buyer and the Seller. 
¶ Questions about Charging 

Stations for Electric Cars, 
will be addressed in the 
2023 Budget. 
¶ Appreciation for the Great 

Job Mellissa and the E&R 
staff for this yearôs pool 
season. 
¶ Question about ways to 

 

 

Open RCAI Meetings in October 
Board of Governors Meetingé9 a.m. 

Thursday, October 20 

 
It will be an in-person meeting and 

will probably be held via Zoom 

 
Please watch Channel 26 on your TV or on 

www.rcainj.com 

for more information 

control vehicles who speed 
on Rossmoor streets. 
¶ Request to have all the 
Rossmoor Clubôs US Mail 
available in the Club House 
rather than the Village Cen-
ter for pick-up. 
¶ Suggestion to have Mainte-

nance Work Order proce-
dure updated; Directors 
would need to sign-off be-
fore any work is completed. 
¶ Discussion on Engineering 

Study for the flood. Further 
research is needed ï this is 
an ongoing project. 
¶ Discussion on an upcoming 

Veterans Day Breakfast led 
to a motion for RCAI to pay 
for the first 100 Veterans 
who sign up to attend the 
annual Veteransô Day 
breakfast. The total cost is 
not to exceed $1,500.00 
and participants must show 
proof that they are Veter-
ans ï Motion was sec-
onded and passed 18-0. 
 
There was no further busi-

ness for the Board to discuss 
a motion to adjourn was 
made at 10:22 a.m. 
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Center for Developmental 
Disabilities. I have lived in 
Rossmoor for the past four 
years. 
I have 18 yearsô experi-

ence as a member of the 
North Brunswick Township 
Board of Education. I was 
also a member of the North 
Brunswick Education Foun-
dation for 10 years. 

I have three children. My 
daughter is a teacher in New 
Brunswick and my son is a 

(Continued on page 4) 

Our Website 
Go to rcainj.com to ac-

cess the Rossmoor web-
site. 

The Amenities page fea-
tures the ability to  
access Channel 26 slides 
anytime. Check it out. 

The Rossmoor News Deadline 

is the 7th of every month. 

Candidates for the Board of Education  
introduce themselves 

mote sound fiscal manage-
ment. Cooperative purchas-
ing and taking advantage of 
energy management oppor-
tunities are important objec-
tives. Continued mainte-
nance of our school infra-
structure is financially benefi-
cial. 

A third priority supports 
assessment of our programs 
to ensure that all of our stu-
dents are given opportunities 
for career-preparedness. We 
can point to successes of our 
system in offering many ad-
vanced-placement programs, 
and can proudly say that we 
offer many opportunities for 
our special needs students to 
be educated in district by 
caring educators. Offering 
more vocational programs to 
our mainstream students 
who opt out of pursuing post 
high school education will 
enable those students to pur-
sue career opportunities. 

Finally, our Board of Edu-
cation must actively support 
community engagement and 
participation. Seniors, who 
represent about 40% of Mon-
roeôs population, have ex-
perience and skills that we 
can share with our Township, 
for the benefit of all. 

On a personal note, I am a 
widow with three successful 
grown children. I have been 
a volunteer all of my life ï 
PTA, Girl Scouts, school 
board committees in South 
Brunswick and Monroe, 
Rossmoor News, Rossmoor 
Music Association, and oth-
ers. My Rutgers degree in 
accounting enabled me to 
have a successful career in 
healthcare finance for 40 
years. And perhaps Iôll see 
you at Stop and Shop. 
Thanks for your considera-
tion of my candidacy. 

 
Gail DiPane 

I am running for a seat on 
the Monroe Township Board 
of Education. I retired from 
Rutgers University working 
for The Elizabeth M. Boggs 

By Carol De Haan 

In November, Rossmoor 
residents will vote to fill three 
open, unpaid positions on 
our Monroe Township Board 
of Education, each for a 
three-year term. (A full Board 
consists of nine members 
from Monroe and one from 
Jamesburg.) 

As has been our custom, 
The Rossmoor News invited 
the six Monroe candidates to 
introduce themselves and to 
explain their priorities regard-
ing our school system. Sev-
eral responders sent us their 
statements, below. 

Please read their state-
ments and use your best 
judgment when voting. Re-
member that more than 50% 
of your municipal taxes go to 
support our school system. 
Members of the Board of 
Education have the responsi-
bility to do their best to pre-
pare our beloved children for 
productive futures, while at 
the same time, they need to 
show fiscal responsibility and 
open-handedness toward 
those of us who pay through 
our taxes for this vast enter-
prise. 

Here are the responding 
candidate statements: 

 
Linda Bozowski 

As a Monroe Township 
raised-and-educated current 
resident of Rossmoor, I have 
decided to seek election 
once again for a seat on our 
Board of Education. Dealing 
with my flood-damaged 
home last year pre-empted 
my campaigning. This year 
Iôm ready to put forth my ef-
forts to support our  school 
system. 

My priorities for our school 
system are straight forward. 
First, we need to support 
expansion of our facilities so 
we can provide adequate 
well-equipped classrooms. 
Supporting next springôs ref-
erendum will help us meet 
this objective. 

Secondly, we must pro-
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MONROE TWP.  
FIRE DISTRICT #3  

AT YOUR SERVICE, 
ANYTIME. 

www.mtfd3.com 
609ï409ï2980 

dean of discipline in New 
Brunswick. My other daugh-
ter is a labor and delivery 
nurse at Perth Amboy Hos-
pital. To say they received 
a great education from at-
tending North Brunswick 
schools is an understate-
ment. I follow what the stu-
dents of Monroe Township 
School district have accom-
plished and know that they 
are the products of a great 
education provided by the 
wonderful teachers we have 
in Monroe. 

School facilities con-
struction and expansion is 
one of my priorities. A ref-
erendum will be presented 
in the spring. The referen-
dum cannot be defeated 
for the sake of the stu-
dents of Monroe Town-
ship. We all must work to-
gether to get out the right 
information about what is 
going to be built or reno-
vated and especially the 
cost to the taxpayers. Our 
students have to be edu-
cated properly, which 
means not in overcrowded 
classrooms. 

I feel that with my 18 
yearsô experience as a 
school board member and 
the vast knowledge attained 
while in that position, I can 

(Continued from page 3) serve this district to the 
best of my knowledge with 
no hidden agendas, just a 
great desire to be a part of 
this board in making sure 
that all children in this dis-
trict get the best education 
possible. 

My running mate is Linda 
Bozowski. Together we will 
work hard and make sure 
that we are Promoting Posi-
tive Change in the Monroe 
Township School District. 
We would like you to please 
consider voting for us on 
November 8. A great team 
with great work ethics- 
GAIL DIPANE and LINDA 
BOZOWSKI. 

 
Anne Cugini 

I have lived in Monroe for 
13 years. I am married with 
two daughters that are en-
tering MTHS and the other 
MTMS. I am a certified P.E. 
teacher, who subbed in 
town for several years, in-
cluding a leave replace-
ment at Barclay Brook. Iôve 
taught in East Brunswick. 
Currently, I am teaching at 
St. Ambrose School. 

I was an active member 
of the Mill Lake/Woodland 
PTO. I was involved with 
countless events, willing to 
take on any required role, 
including chaperoning. 

I want what is best for our 
children and will always 
advocate for them. I believe 
in the value of education 
and recognize that educa-
tion is different for every-
one. My goal is to support 
the students and faculty to 
give them the best path to 
success inside and outside 
the classroom. I am com-
mitted to improving our 
school district and commu-
nity. Knowing what our 
community desires and pro-
viding the best and most 
fiscally responsible solu-
tions are essential. 

required, and those inter-
ested in learning more about 
the group may sit in on any 
Wednesday rehearsal at 
3:30 p.m. in the Meeting 
House to see the chorus in 
action. Director Janet Wilson 
is thrilled at the recent 
growth in chorus member-
ship, which now numbers 
about 36, and looks forward 
to welcoming even more new 
members. For more informa-
tion, call her at 609-655-
4129. 

Looking forward to Christ-

(Continued from page 1) 

Carmen Alvarez 
My name is Carmen Alvarez 

and I have lived in Monroe 
Township for seven years. I 
have five children that attend/
attended our public schools. 
My oldest son is a MTHS 2022 
graduate and will attend Rut-
gers Business School this Fall. 
My younger son and step-
daughter are 10

th
 and 9

th
 grad-

ers, my oldest stepson is an 
8

th
 grader, and my youngest 

stepson is a 4
th
 grader at 

Woodland School. 
I was born and raised in 

Elizabeth, N.J., by Cuban im-
migrant parents that fled the 
Castro regime for a better life 
for themselves and their future 
children. Professionally, I work 
as a bilingual School Social 
Worker for the Elizabeth Public 
Schools. I will begin my 23

rd
 

year of employment this Fall. 
My first 10 years in the district I 
worked with the gen ed popu-
lation developing educational 
strategies and interventions 
along with Social Emotional 
Learning (SEL) curriculums. 
The past 13 years I have 
worked on the Preschool Child 
Study Team. I received my 
B.A. in Psychology from Rut-
gers University, my masterôs in 
Social Work from N.Y.U., and I 
obtained a second masterôs in 
Educational Administration 
from Kean University. I also 
have my supervisor certifica-
tion. I have been a past Presi-
dent of the N.J. Association of 
School Social Workers, meet-
ing some of our Monroe Twp. 
Social Workers professionally. 

As a member of the BOE, I 
hope to assist with the imple-
mentation of universal preschool 
which is forthcoming from both 
the state and federal level. I 
work for a school district that has 
offered universal preschool for 
over 20 years and my experi-
ence will be beneficial. Addition-
ally, I wish to provide a FULL 
day kindergarten program when 
the funding for universal pre-
school is distributed. 

mas, the Chorus plans to 
once again go out and about 
in Rossmoor by Christmas 
caroling throughout the com-
munity, especially for our 
shut-ins. In addition, a full 
Christmas concert in the 
Meeting House is being 
planned and youôll want to 
watch for more information 
about that as the season 
draws near. 
Wouldnôt it be great to 

have the Chorus sing for 
your club or organization 
here at Rossmoor? For infor-
mation, please contact their 
event coordinator, Russell 
Howard at 732-890-6601. 

Candidates for the Board of Education  
introduce themselves 

Chorus kicks off 
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Honey invites all her pet pals to the Blessing of the Animals 

Alyce Owensô Honey before 
blessing of the Animals 

Paid for by Bozowski and DiPane for Monroe BOE 2022, 356C Old Nassau Road, Monroe Twp, NJ 08831 

as small as a Chihuahua or 
big as a Great Dane, you are 
invited (on a leash of course) 
to join us on Oct. 8. Cats and 
other pets (which Iôll probably 
be afraid of) are welcome, 
too, as long as they are in 
appropriate carriers. I sure 
hope that youôll all come. I 
know Iôll be there because I 
kind of think of myself as the 
unofficial greeter, and I know 
there will be treats and water 
and lots of fun. 

All Rossmoor pet parents 
are encouraged to bring their 
favorite four-legged friends 
or a picture of pets who can-
not attend, or even those 
who have passed. The Rev. 
Robin Bacon Hoffman, Pas-
tor of the Community 
Church, will read a short 
passage and offer a bless-
ing to give thanks for all 
animals, and especially our 
dear pet companions, and 
remember those who were 
with us in the past. Individ-
ual blessings will be given 
to those pets whose owners 
so wish. 

All pets must be leashed 
and under owner control or in 
an appropriate carrier. And it 
goes without saying that pet 
owners are reminded to pick 
up after their animals. 

 
P.S. Blessings for humans 
ð pet owners or not ð are 
offered every Sunday morn-
ing at 11:00 a.m. at the Com-
munity Church in the Meeting 
House. No leashes required. 

By Honey Owens 

This is an open invitation 
to all my fellow furry four-
legged friends:  

Please ask your pet par-
ents to bring you to the 
Blessing of the Animals on 
Saturday, Oct. 8, at 10:30 
a.m. on the Village Green in 
front of the Meeting House. 
Because of COVID, itôs 

been three long years since 
the Community Church and 
Rossmoorôs E&R Dept. held 
our first Blessing of the Ani-
mals on Oct. 19, 2019. It 
was such a great success 
that many of the 50-plus pet 
families who attended (and 
especially those who could-
nôt make it) asked that we 
do it again. Well, you know 
that COVID interfered, and 
sadly, even took some of 
our favorite people. So, I 
think that now we need 
those blessings more than 
ever. 

During these three years, 
many folks at Rossmoor 
adopted new little furry com-
panions to ease the isolation 
and provide a good reason to 
get out for walks and fresh 
air. In addition, lots of new 
folks moved into Rossmoor 
bringing with them beloved 
pets. Itôs been so exciting 
getting to know all my new 
little furry friends. 
Iôll bet some have never 

even heard of a Blessing of 
the Animals or had the op-
portunity to attend one. Well, 
now you do. Whether youôre 


